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The Chamber View

hree days after the tragic
events of January 21,
2023 that shocked our en-

tire community still in our minds,
we knew that the 2023 Alhambra
Lunar New Year Festival would
take on deeper meaning when we
got the “all-clear” to host the event
as planned the following Sunday,
January 29th. With just four days
left to make adjustments, every-
one involved - vendors, perform-
ers, staff, organizers, partners, and
sponsors - had to be resilient in
order to realize our most import-
ant new goal, which was to bring
the community together to begin
a process of healing.

Working closely with our part-
ners at the City of Alhambra, our
programs had to be adjusted, tents
and booths had to accommodate
cancellations from those unable to
find staff to participate, and there

A Time for Healing

and Celebration

By John Bwarie, CEO, Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
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was a rush to incorporate those
who had been displaced by the
cancellations of the second day of
Monterey Park’s festival. We were
in uncharted waters as it came to
having a celebration when shock,
confusion, painful memorials, and
bittersweet  remembrance
almost all-consuming to the people
of Alhambra, Monterey Park, and
surrounding communities. We saw
the festival as a moment for the
community to focus on what had
happened, and importantly, focus
on what would come next.

The process to begin healing
from a tragedy and attack like the
one our communities experienced
starts with a focused action that
connects many affected people.
This coming together of commu-
nity jumpstarts the process to move
forward, because with a communi-

ty, anything, even healing from an
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Student art contest
to design Alhambra
2024 Rose Parade float

’ I Yhe City of Alhambra and the Alhambra Cham-
ber of Commerce once again have launched
an Art Contest asking students to help inspire

| the design for the City’s 2024 Tournament of Roses

f Darade Float. The theme for 2024 is "Celebrating

a World of Music, the Universal Language." In a

world of different cultures, beliefs, hopes, and

dreams, one language unites us all: music!

The design Art Contest is open to all Alhambra
Unified Elementary School students attending a
school in the City of Alhambra. Students must
submit their artwork along with the application. All
\ mediums—from digital design to crayons—will be
b\ accepted. The artwork must be related to the theme.

You can find the application in this issue of

Around Alhambra, or applications can be picked

up at City Hall, Almansor Park, Alhambra

Park, Joslyn Center and the Civic Center

Library. The application can also be

downloaded from the City’s website. The

deadline to submit the application is

Thursday, March 16, 2023.

The winner of the art contest will be
awarded two VIP tickets to the 2024
Rose Parade where they can watch
their design float down Colorado Bou-
levard on New Year’s Day morning,

AUSD community holds onto joy, celebrates

Lunar New Year two

sociation AAA Lunar New Year

banquet was the last big district
wide event before the pandemic
shut down. In 2021, AAA did not
have a banquet at all, and in 2022,
they held a virtual event. In 2023, as
the pandemic moved to the endemic
stage, the district looked forward
to a big traditional celebration for
the Year of the Rabbit. The mass
shooting in Monterey Park on
January 21st changed all that as the
community grieved collectively and

In 2020, the Asian American As-

found strength and comfort in each
other.

The 33rd annual banquet began
on a poignant note with a moment
of silence to reflect on the 11 victims
killed in the Star Ballroom Dance
Studio shooting. Superintendent Dr.
Denise Jaramillo and Congressmem-
ber Dr. Judy Chu touched on the
tragedy in their welcoming remarks.
Dr. Jaramillo was born and raised in
Monterey Park; Dr. Chu served on
the Monterey Park city council and
was the city’s mayor three times. They
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weeks after tragedy

Elizabeth An, co-president of the AAA,
also addressed the shooting. “The evening was
a testament to the heart, indomitability, and
unity of our community. It was touching to

>>see LUNAR NEW YEAR FESTIVAL Page 17

acknowledged how deeply personal this shoot-
ing felt and were reminded of the lion-hearted
courage and resilience of the community as
they begin the journey to healing.
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continued support of the Asian Amer

The community turned out in record numbers to support the Asian American Association and the
AUSD scholarship recipients at the 33rd annual AAA Lunar New Year banquet, despite the Monterey
Park tragedy.



Mayors Corner

By Mayor Adele Andrade-Stadler

As your Mayor, I am charged as your
public affairs representative, or voice for
the city. It is a tall task, and one I take very
seriously.

I want to thank the Chamber of Com-
merce for doing a wonderful heartfelt job
at organizing the 2023 Alhambra Lunar
New Year Festival. In addition, a special
shout out to Alhambra Police Depart-
ment’s Sergeant Brian Chung, who did the
bulk of the tactical planning for the event
and kept us safe. The highlight of course,
was celebrating Brandon Tsay, the young
man who stopped a gunman from po-
tentially carrying out more killings at the
Lai Lai Dance Studio here in Alhambra.
He was a"capeless” hero that served our
community well.

During the day-long Lunar New Year
celebration, I had the opportunity to cook
using an induction cooktop. Whar is it,
you ask? “Induction cooking” refers to
cooking with direct heat. Electromagnets
inside the cooktop are used to stimulate
the atoms inside the cookware which
generates the heat that is passed through
as radiant energy to food. Why induction?
It’s safer because cooktops don't get hot,
you can control temperature better, it’s
energy efficient, and it heats faster. I
cooked the long noodles for 25 people in
the audience and had only 15 minutes in
which to do it. What an experience!

This last month, in preparation for the
City Council’s annual strategic planning
session on March 30, 2023 in the library
from 9:00 am -2:00 pm, the Council
heard the results and comparison of our

Join the
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Mayor Adele Andrade-Stadler

community surveys. The review allows us
to plan with our community in mind, and
the methodology allowed for statistically
reliable data that questions satisfaction,
priorities, and concerns as they relate to
services, facilities, and policies we provide.
I want to thank our respondents from our
5 districts who were randomly selected
households and included a wide range of
ages and demographics. The data showed
the first three priorities include the desire
for more affordable housing, improved
public safety, and reducing traffic conges-
tion. If you can, please join us on March
30th for the Council’s annual strategic
planning session.

Also this month — on March 11th —is
the Read Across America day with the
Alhambra Teachers Association. It's a
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THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2023
THE GRANADA LA
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= Register now: [
~ alhambrachamber.org/event-4913330

PRESENTED BY:

wonderful, annual event with reading sta-
tions and free books for children and teens.
On March 16th, submissions are due for
Alhambra’s 2024 Tournament of Roses
Parade float! The theme is “Celebrating a
World of Music”; so parents of Alhambra
Unified students, please contact the Parks

to celebrate
A year of family health and wellness

and Recreation Department 626-570-5044
or email parksandrec@cityofalhambra.org
to be able to have your student enter!

And of course, this month: remember
to shop and eat in Alhambra!

Thank you!

Your Mayor

Family of 5 for $50 a month’

at our YMCA of West San Gabriel Valley
401 E. Corto Street Alhambra, CA 91801

DOAFAPIZKBEIEE

*This offer is valid only at our location.

EIEE Alhambraih®s

YMCA of West San Gabriel Valley

401 E. Corto Street, Alhambra, CA 91801

626-576-0226 / 626-660-6681
Email: info@wsgvymca.org « www.wsgvymca.org
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wEees  STUDENT ART CONTEST
oSS T0 INSPIRE THE DESIGN
""" FOR THE CITY OF ALHAMBRA'S
2024 TOURNAMENT OF ROSES FLOAT

SUBMISSIONS DUE: THURSDAY MARCH 16, 2023

CRITERIA:

« ARTWORK MUST RELATE TO THE 2024 THEME, "CELEBRATING A WORLD OF
MUSIC, THE UNIVERSAL LANGUAGE". IN A WORLD OF DIFFERENT CULTURES,
BELIEFS, HOPES, AND DREAMS, ONE LANGUAGE UNITES US ALL - MUSIC!

« ALL MEDIUMS ARE WELCOME, FOR EXAMPLE: PENCIL, PEN, CRAYONS,
MARKERS, PAINT, AND/OR DIGITAL DESIGN.

ELIGIBILITY AND RULES:

« OPEN TO ALL ALHAMBRA UNIFIED ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS
ATTENDING A SCHOOL IN ALHAMBRA. ENTRANT MUST RESIDE IN THE CITY
OF ALHAMBRA. ONE ENTRY PER STUDENT.

STUDENTS MUST HAVE PERMISSION FROM THEIR PARENT/LEGAL
GUARDIAN TO COMPLETE REGISTRATION.

ALL ARTWORK MUST BE EXCLUSIVELY ORIGINAL AND CANNOT
INCORPORATE ANYTHING, IN WHOLE, OR IN PART THAT IS OWNED OR
CREATED BY A THIRD PARTY.

Each eantrant grants to the City of Alhambra and the Alhambra Chamber of Commarce & non-exclusive
worldwide, perpetual. assignable, royalty-free license to rubl'ﬂh, reproduce. distribute, display. perform. create
dervative works, transmit of disseminate the Works in all media or platforms whether now known or heeeafter
invented City of Alhambra and Alhambra Chamber of Commerce and ity designees shall have the perpetual,
worldwide night o publish and use the entries in any way and in any media for Tade advertsng. promotional
ir‘ld"u‘u'l nd!har purpeses as S ponsor and/or its designess may deterrming without further consideration to Entrantor
any third party

DELIVER YOUR ARTWORK IN PERSON OR BY MAIL TO
ALHAMBRA CITY HALL, PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT.
M SOUTH ARSTSTREET ALHAMBRA, 91301 BY 0316/23
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FLOAT DESIGN ENTRY FORM

SCHOOL: GRADE:

PARENT/GUARDIAN NAME;

ADDRESS:

PHONE NUMBER:

E-MAIL ADDRESS:
PRESENT YOUR ART ON REVERSE ﬁ
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FLOAT TITLE:

DESCRIBE HOW YOUR FLOAT DESIGN AND TITLE RELATES TO THE THEME OF THE 2024 ROSE PARDE "CELEBRATING A WORLD OF MUSIC",
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Published by the Alhambra Chamber of Commerce.

A monthly publication with a circulation of 34,000, Around
Alhambra is mailed to every business and residence in the City
of Alhambra and to all interested local, state, and county officials.

We welcome comments, press releases, and community
interest stories and will make every effort to include all
appropriate information. Articles submitted and printed in
Around Alhambra do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce or its Board of Directors.
Please e-mail submissions to AA@alhambrachamber.org

For advertising rates and other information, contact
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce

104 S. First St., Alhambra, CA 91801

Tel: 626 282-8481 Fax: 626 282-5596
www.alhambrachamber.org

Executive Committee

Pre%ident: At the Alhambra Lunar New Year Festival, Wells Fargos Joseph Chow announces $25,000 donation to kick off the the
Chris Teng Balmaseda, TAP-LA Alhambra Foundation Small Business Relief Fund.

i e Alhambra’s Small Business Relief
Fund kicks-oft with $25,000

donation from Wells Fargo

Kevin Houser, The Alhambra
At Large Member:
Robert Fukui, i61, Inc.

Board of Directors

Francella Aguilar, Republic Services
Nickie Chan, LiveWave Alhambra
Jewelyn Co, CoKreate

Maria Gao, Evike.com

Iris Lai, Alhambra Hospital Medical Center
Joe Pavon, Al's Towing

Marc Rodgers, Pacific Plaza Premier
Jeannette Soriano, Southern California Edison
Dr. Harlan Snyder, Snyder Optometry, Inc.
Joanna Vargas, Alhambra Pumpkin Run

Linda Wong, Spark After School Academy

Staff

C.E.O.: John Bwarie
Events Coordinator: Lilly Naveira

AROUND ALHAMBRA is not responsible nor liable for any claims or offerings,
nor responsible for product availability that may be advertised. Opinions
expressed in columns, letters and guest editorials are those of the authors.

In the wake of the January
21, 2023 tragic mass shooting in
neighboring Monterey Park and the
attack on Alhambras Lai Lai Ball-
room thwarted by Brandon Tsay, the
Alhambra Foundation established
a Small Business Relief Fund. The
fund’s mission is to help those small,
family-owned businesses impacted
by the tragedy; providing them with

financial resources to remain open,
keeping local residents employed,
and maintaining the vibrancy of our
community during this challenging
time of recovery.

At the Alhambra Lunar New Year
Festival, Wells Fargo announced
a $25,000 donation to the fund,
which will provide grants to im-
pacted businesses. Funds will be

dispersed in coordination with local
officials, based on an assessment of
need. To join Wells Fargo and other
leaders that have established this
fund, consider donating. Please help
us reach our goal of $70,000, which
will be used to help local businesses
recover during this difficult time. To
make your donation, visit Alham-
braFoundation.com.

All rights reserved. Reproductions in whole or in part without permission
is prohibited.

NOW ENROLLING FOR TK-6TH
7TH-8TH STARTS 2023-24

Qasis
'Tr 1[1 n 'L.I..:.ll

For more information, please email
Clarke Sumner, Head of School
clarke.sumner(@oasistrilingualschool.org

TRILINGUAL MANDARIN -
SPANISH - ENGLISH PROGRAM:
Students take classes in Mandarin, Spanish
and English! Students can enter our program
at any grade with NO prior Mandarin or
Spanish language experience, due to our
differentiated instruction,

STEAM AND ENRICHMENT:

Our enrichment classes rotate through the
year and are further integrated with frequent
field trips! Oasis’ enrichment courses include:
MakerSpace STEM, filmmaking, art, music,
financial literacy, drama, physical education,
gardening, cooking, and leadership.

WHOLE CHILD APPROACH:

Small class sizes enable high engagement

and accelerated learning, even beyond
students’ grade level. Project-based education
allows students to use their own interests for
hands-on, ereative problem solving., Our whole
child approach supports students' social-
emotional growth through daily morning
meetings, meditation, and trilingual speaking
opporiunities.

OASISTRILINGUALSCHOOL.ORG

Summer School
June 8 - July 14,2023

Registration
begins on March 6, 2023

o SUMMER
1Y HI@E SCHOOL

WASC & NCAA Accredited

K-8 Summer Academy Summer High School
Incoming Grades: K-8th Incoming Grades 9-12

Earn High School Credits
Morning and Afterncon
Academic & Offering Courses in:
Enrichment Classes Math - Science -
Math « Reading - Writing - Social Sciences
Science - Sports - Music - CTE Classes
Arts : Technology
AEF Additional Information
| . .
i”i ALHAMBRA and Registration at:
EDUCATIONAL 2
- = | m.‘N!J.-'I.TIt}; AEF4Kids.com

1603 Chestnut 5t Alnambra 91803 » 626-943-3080
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Middle Class Tax Refund update

By Michael Aston, E.A.

The California Middle Class Tax
Refund (MCTR) has been a headache
for many tax preparers and taxpayers.
In November, I broke down who was
eligible and, according to the state,
when taxpayers were going to receive the
refund. There has been a lot of confusion
and many questions with this payment,
so I hope to address a few issues here...

When California first started talking
about giving out money in 2022, it was
originally going to be a gasoline rebate,
and the payouts were going to be based
on how many cars you owned (with a
maximum of two cars per address). That
got too crazy for them to figure out, so
they changed it to the MCTR, with the
maximum payout of $1050 for a married
couple with a dependent. I have had
multiple clients tell me they got their
gasoline rebate from CA but that they did
not get the MCTR. They were unaware
that it was the same thing; there were not
two separate payments. If you have not
received your MCTR, you should call
the state at 800-542-9332. Originally,
all of the payments were supposed to
completed by January 15; then, they
said February 22; and now, they have no
deadline.

The debit card is a headache in itself
— CA should have mailed checks! The
California MCTR card is being mailed
from a company in New York. A lot of
complaints I had from my clients is that
there is a fee every time they use it, and
I have had many clients that had direct
deposit on their tax return, but they still
received the physical card. The card was
supposed to be sent to anybody that
did not do direct deposit or whose bank
changed. There are many stories about
cards being stolen. You can contact the
company that issues the card by calling
800-240-0223.

The IRS and California recognized the
MCTR as federal income, so the state
issued 1099-MISC to everybody that
received $600 or more in 2022. The IRS
expected the MCTR as income even if it
was under $600. The MCTR would be
classified as other income on your 1040
and then backed out on the California
540CA. On February 10, 2023, the IRS
announced that they will not be taxing
the MCTR. At the time of writing this,

Michael Aston, E.A.
Alhambra Tax Center
(626) 282-1084

Michael Aston is an Enrolled Agent
engaged in his family business at
Alhambra Tax Center, 1009 E. Main St.,
Alhambra. Alhambra Tax Center has
served Alhambra residents since 1970.
He can be reached at (626) 282-1084.
Tax questions, or any other questions,
can be e-mailed to michael@alham-
brataxcenter.com. To view previous
topics, read his blogs at www.alham-
brataxcenter.com.

the IRS has not announced if they are
going to fix all the filed tax returns that
included the MCTR or if the taxpayers
need to amend. This is not the first
time the IRS has changed treatment of
income. The most recent was in March
2021, when the IRS announced that part
or all of 2020 unemployment would not
be taxable. At that time, they asked tax-
payers not to amend their returns and the
IRS will make the adjustment. They were
still working on taxpayers 2020 refunds
in 2022.

If you would like to get more infor-
mation, you can go to the Franchise Tax
Board website at ftb.ca.gov. At the top
of their home page, they have a link to
the IRS announcement on Feb. 10, and
they have another link about the MCTR,
along with other ways of contacting the
state and debit card company.

This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by Michael Aston, EA., who
is responsible for the content. Around Al-
hambra does not endorse financial advice
recommended by this author or any other
provider.

Your Insurance

Why do landlords require

renters insurance?

By Regina Talbot

Renters insurance protects more than
your belongings in the case of a loss.
Learn how renters insurance can benefit
you as well as the landlord.

While a rental dwelling policy covers
the building itself for the property own-
er, a renters insurance policy covers the
personal belongings of the tenant and
also provides liability coverage for cer-
tain types of bodily injury or property
damage. Purchasing renters insurance
with coverage for personal property is
a smart move. But, most tenants won't
purchase it unless a landlord requires it.

What are the benefits of renters
insurance?

Renters insurance helps protect the
renter. In many cases, the insurance a
landlord carries covers only the building,.
Personal property loss or damage, caused
by theft, vandalism or fire are typically
not covered by the landlord's policy.
Without renters insurance, the tenant
may have to bear the financial burden of
a loss to their personal property.

A renters policy might:

* Compensate you if your belong-
ings, like a bike, laptop or television are
lost, stolen or damaged.

* Protect against liability claims from
a guest injured while in your rental.

* Cover your personal property, like
your cell phone, clothes in a storage unit
or laptop left in your car, regardless of
where it's located.

What are the benefits for landlords?

By requiring renters insurance, land-
lords potentially avoid liability claims
from tenants due to damaged property
caused by fire, or other covered losses.
A tenant's rental insurance policy could
help with:

Relocation expenses

A renters policy might cover the cost
of temporary housing due to natural
disasters or fires.

Protection
damage

If a tenant's belongings are stolen,
that tenant might sue their landlord for
failing to protect their property. How-
ever, if their renters insurance covers the
damage for their lost belongings, they
may be less likely to sue their landlord
for damages.

against  property

Regina Talbot

Talbot Insurance Agency Inc.
State Farm Insurance

Regina Talbot, Agent
Insurance License #: 0605807
(626) 357-3401

Damage or injuries from pets

A rental insurance policy might help
mitigate the risks of damage or injuries
caused by pets to others or others' proper-
ty. However, if your pet causes damage to
your apartment, it may not be covered by
your renters policy.

Is renters insurance required?

Typically, the law does not require
tenants to purchase renters insurance.
Nonetheless, given its benefits to both
landlords and tenants, your landlord has
the right to require it prior to leasing you
a property. The landlord may require
renters insurance by including a clause in
the lease that says: “Lessee is required to
provide proof of renters insurance within
14 days of the lease start date.”

While landlords require renters insur-
ance to help minimize their risks, renters
insurance also benefits the tenant by
protecting their property and minimizing
their risk. It’s a method to help ensure re-
spect of property by both parties, keeping
the rental in tip top shape.

This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by State Farm Agent Regina
Talbot, who is responsible for the content.
Around Alhambra does not endorse finan-
cial advice recommended by this author or
any other provider. For more information,
contact State Farm Agent Regina Talbot at
(626) 357-3401.

ALHAMBRA

Since 1970

Tax Center

It is that time of the year again!
Call us for a FREE Tax Consultation.

Michael Aston, EA

“Sunday, March 12

10:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Come and see our beautiful campus, meet our
caring teachers, learn about our challenging
curricu and find out why Emmaus
School is the best choice for your child!

1009 E Main St. Alhambra CA 91801
www.alhambrataxcenter.com
626-282-1084

[“er=ic| ENROLLED
| weunem | AGENT

Full Service
All Tax Returns

18i

www.EmmausAlhambra.org
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Chet Bill Yee Inspires Alhambra

Alhambra Culinary Foundation Chef
Bill Yee joined the 2023 Alhambra Lunar
New Year Festival as a key figure at the
inaugural Lunar New Year Culinary Stage
at the Alhambra Lunar New Year Festival,
sponsored by Southern California Edison.
The induction cooking stage allowed Chef
Yee to showcase his culinary expertise as
well as his skill as a crowd-pleasing host.
He kept the audience entertained with
compelling stories and intentional jokes for
the audience’s delight.

Chef Yee’s leadership extended beyond
his own omelette demonstration, as he
also was able to arrange for his colleagues
from the Alhambra Culinary School and
the American Culinary Federation, where
he serves as Executive Director of the Los
Angeles Chapter. Lejan Torres, part of
Chef Yees professional chef team, closed

THE CHAMBER VIEW From Page 1

immense tragedy, is possible.

While our 2023 Lunar New Year
Festival did not take place as originally
envisioned, it was perhaps among the
most important events we will have in
Alhambra. We were able to gather as a
community to offer our heartfelt grati-
tude to local Alhambra hero, Brandon
Tsay. We also were able to cheer for local
school children as they performed their
Lunar New Year songs and dances that
they had practiced for weeks. There was
laughter as friends greeted each other on
Main Street and families shared special
memories.

out the day-long culinary stage programing
with her famous beef Pho that warmed the
bellies of the eager audience members who
were able to sample her savory soup. The
stage, with Chef Yee’s participation, was a
hit with Festival attendees.

As artistic director of the Alhambra
Performing Arts Center (APAC), which
dedicated the previous night's sold-out
Beatlemania Concert to the victims of the
tragedy, Chef Yee was able to donate funds
from his January Beatlemania performance
to the victims fund. And during the Fes-
tival, Chef Yee was also able to personally
present local Alhambra hero Brandon Tsay
with a $500 check from the R.W. Johnson
Trust as a small token of gratitude for
thwarting the gunman from taking many
more lives here in Alhambra after the
tragedy in Monterey Park.

Thousands of people, including
residents, visitors, business owners, civic
leaders, and government officials at all
levels, came together to heal as well as
celebrate and honor the traditions that
typically bring joy and hope. Some say
that the Year of the Rabbit is associated
with reaching goals, so that may be a
welcome approach to all of us at this
time.

With the healing we have begun
together during this difficult time, and
the celebration we have managed to have
alongside it, I look forward to a positive
and prosperous year for us all.

Music Store

Guitars = Basses » Amps = Accessories

Discount applies to purchases of $50 or more.
Must show this ad to receive the discount.
Guitars on consignment are excluded from
sale. Discount expires 3/31/2023.

cademy

GET 10% OFF
WHEN YOU BUY
A NEW GUITAR

OR
ACCESSORIES!

*terms and conditions apply.

Terms and Conditions:

34 W. MAIN ST.

ALHAMBRA, CA 91801

(626)300-5450

www.vezguitaracademy.com

All Around the Town

McDonald’s on Main:
Number 5 of 38,000

By Glenn Barnett

If you are interested in the history of
Alhambra, the guy you want to talk to is
Gary Frueholz. Gary has a column here
in Around Alhambra and often writes
about our city’s past. Many years ago, he
researched and wrote an article about the
McDonald’s restaurant on Main Street
and Granada. I am indebted to him and
our mutual friend, Denis Kerechuk, for
their research and interest in Alhambra’s
past which contributed to this column.

Many of you know the story of
this iconic brand and leader of the fast
food industry. Two brothers named
Dick and Mac McDonald opened the
first McDonald’s restaurant in 1948 in
San Bernardino. It featured a limited
menu of burgers, fries, pies, and drinks.
Employees focused on one task, such as
cooking the burgers, taking customer
orders, quality control, etc. Everyone
knew what to do and could stay on task.

The McDonalds model was so
successful that the brothers decided to
franchise the operation and opened nine
more restaurants based on what they
had learned. The McDonald’s at 909
E. Main Street in Alhambra opened on
October 1, 1953. It was only the fifth
in a familiar chain that would reach
around the globe and number over
38,000 outlets.

The brothers then turned over that
task to Mr. Ray Kroc who really stepped
up the franchise expansion and soon
bought out the brothers while keeping
their name for the business (after all, it
sounds better than Kroc’s burgers).

My first time at any McDonald’s was
at the Main St. franchise in the summer
of 1960. I recall the original building
with two arches (as in the ‘golden arches’)
that were included in the architecture of
the building at the time.

Glenn Barnett

I bought a hamburger for 18 cents and
fries for about 15 cents. Nothing on the
menu was over a quarter. How’s that as a
baseline for inflation? At the time there
was no inside dining or tables in front,
only walk up windows meant for takeaway
food.

In front of the store was a sign that an-
nounced how many burgers McDonald’s
had sold. This was upgraded a few times
a year until sales reached several million,
then billions, and then they stopped
counting.

Over the years, the McDonald’s on
Main has had at least two complete
remodels keeping up with the times and
what customers wanted such as indoor
dining and a children’s area for families.
These upgrades are also in response to the
growing number of fast food options that
we are seeing in the Alhambra area and
across the world. T just like knowing that
Alhambra was there at the beginning and
helped lead the way to quick service at low
prices.
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The Downey McDonald retains the original design as it was built at 909 E. Main St. in 1953.
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FOR CREDIT

Raise your GPA and add to your AP/Honors course count with fully accredited, college-
approved courses, powered by Elite Open School. Work at your own pace to finish a
complete course in just weeks and receive expert support and guidance from
Elite Prep to ensure outstanding grades.

95% of our students complete the program with an "A" in the class.

ONE-SEMESTER AP® COURSES

AP Psychology AP Microeconomics
AP Macroeconomics AP U.S. Government and Politics

Please contact us for tuition information and program details.

TwoO-SEMESTER AP® COURSES

AP Computer Science A: Java AP Environmental Science + Lab
AP Computer Science Principles AP Statistics

AP Biology + Lab AP U.S. History

AP Chemistry + Lab AP Spanish Language

Please contact us for tuition information and program details.

£ Elite Open School is fully accredited by WASC and Cognia. EOS transcripts
‘{‘H‘} ‘ 'o nlq can be sent directly to colleges and universities during the application
process. Mo additional approval from local high school administrators is
FOR SCHOOLS

ACCREDITING COMMISSION needed to take Elite For-Credit Courses.

Direct Enroliment with No UC-Approved for A-G Flexible Scheduling
Counselor Approval Needed and Honors Credit Options Available

Elite Prep Arcadia ¢ 1135 W Huntington Dr #220, Arcadia, CA 91007

(626) 287-1245 e eliteprep.com/arcadia
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SEQUIA SEVERA

REDUZCA EL USO DE AGUA

[s the drought over?
the answer is

...read on!

By Mark Paulson, Board of Directors,
Division I — Alhambra

San  Gabriel Valley Municipal Water
District

I know you won't believe me if I told
you that the drought was not over. Truth
is, as welcome as all the rain (and snow)
has been, its too soon to declare the
drought over in the San Gabriel Valley.

The first reason is that we've been in
a three-year drought and water supplies
have fallen well below desired levels. In
our area, about 18 inches of rain a year
are normal. We've received nearly 20
inches to date, but it’s not enough to
make up for the dry years. It could take
several years of above average rain for us
to be drought free.

The second reason is that we've only
had an average “rain year” to date. Last
year at about this time we'd also experi-
enced heavy precipitation. Then, from
January through March 2022, we had
the driest three-month period in history,
and the drought worsened. Déja vu? The
latter part of January and the early part of
February 2023 have been dry. We don't
just need a few big storms in a short peri-
od. We are better off with more frequent
small to medium storms spread out over
several months.

The most important reason is the
source of our local water supplies:
Groundwater. In the San Gabriel Valley,
80% of the water we use is pumped from
50 to several hundred feet below ground.
Imagine what it takes for new rain and
surface water to move all the way down
through paved areas, vegetation, roots,
sand, dirt, rocks and clay (and sometimes
in hot, hot weather), to reach the level
where it can be pumped for us to use.
It takes time... from weeks to months
to years depending on ground and soil
conditions (see image below). Thus, the

Mark Paulson

Board of Directors,
Division I — Alhambra
San Gabriel Valley
Municipal Water District

probably either getting into one or recov-
ering from one. And conservation has no
timetable or time limits. Conservation
needs to be an ongoing practice and ethic.
“Let’s save water now when it’s wet...for
when it’s dry.”

Visit the Districts website (www.
sgvmwd.com) for information on rebates,
conservation tips, grants for schools and
non-profit organizations, and water-wise
landscaping tips customized to the
City of Alhambra (hteps://sgvmwd.
com/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/
CalScape_Alhambra_web.pdf). Consider
scheduling an educational presentation to
your school or organization by contacting
Evelyn Reyes, External Affairs Manager
(626-969-7911; info@sgvmwd.com).

Note: Alhambra has activated “Level 27
of its drought contingency plan, so please

saying, “it takes a long time to get into a follow the guidance of the City Council and

drought and a long time to get out.”

So, the drought is not over... yet.

We live in a dry region where drought
is normal, where water supplies are limit-
ed and where climate change complicates
matters. If we're not in a drought, we are

Alhambras water utility (https:/fwww.city-
ofalhambra.org/575/Water-Conservation,).
Remember, every drop of water we save is
one that does not need to be pumped, stored,
treated, imported, transported, recycled,
desalinated. . .or paid for!

w WATERMASTER
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Ramona Convent Cultural Studies course instructors Chanel Rich and Matt Marshall thank
Composer Michal Dawson Connor and his accompanist for an amazing performance and
guest lecture with their sophomores.

_-‘.

Ramona Convent
Cultural Studies course
welcomes guest lecturers

Ramona Convent was honored to wel-
come two talented artists to present their
work to the Cultural Studies students. In
honor of Black History Month, both guest
lecturers used their craft to teach the truth
about history, Black culture, the struggle,
and where it all fits together today.

Mt. Michal Dawson Connor has spent
years working on a presentation called
“The Slave Letters.” The presentation is
the culmination of his research on actual
slave letters that were read during the
performance and captivated the audience
through a historic journey. Mr. Connor
also wrote many of the songs that he
performed. Students were moved and
shared about how grateful they were for
the experience.

Ramona also welcomed Mr. Jason
DPetty, better known by his stage name
Propaganda, to perform for all. He shared
poems that he created and has performed
over the years. Mr. Petty answered ques-
tions, and even helped students create
their own poem as a class. He encouraged
creativity and invited everyone in the room
to participate. The inspiring performance
led students to share about how connected
they felt to him and how “cool” he was.

Ramona Convent’s Cultural Studies
course is designed to engage both the
theory and practice of cultural studies. The

survey course allows for students to share
a brief experience with four (4) different
cultural groups: African American, Latinx
American, Asian American, and Indige-
nous Americans, with a focus on basic con-
cepts that inform cultural studies such as:
history, ideology, gender, law and politics,
spirituality, and resistance. By studying
the histories of race, ethnicity, nationality,
and culture, students cultivate respect and
empathy for individuals and solidarity with
groups of people locally, nationally, and
globally to foster active social engagement
and community building. The Cultural
Studies class engages experts in their fields,
like UCLA professor Dr. Kyle Mays and
the distinguished chef and alumna Jessica
Luevano, both of whom participated in the
2022 Fall semester. Ramona continues to
build a rich and powerful experience for
students, bringing in powerful guests to
enhance the Cultural Survey experience.

Ramona Convent is a welcoming
Catholic college-prep high school for
young women committed to excellence in
education. Ramona’s graduates are empow-
ered, resilient, socially conscious leaders
well prepared to meet the challenges of
life as contributing members of the global
community with the strength of a legacy of
more than 130 years of distinction.

Daylight Saving Time begins on
Sunday, March 12, 2023 at 2:00 A.M.
on Saturday night, clocks are set forward
one hour to “spring forward.”

Spring Forward
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Verdugo Hills Art Association

hosts member art show at

Alhambra City Hall in April

If you visit Alhambra City Hall during
the month of April, you'll be in for a feast
for the eyes! Starting April 3rd and running
through the 27th, Alhambra City Hall will
host the The Verdugo Hills Art Association
(VHAA) member art show, a juried exhi-
bition of paintings and images under the
theme “In Awe of Nature.”

As artists and observers, VHAA
members derive inspiration from their
surroundings, and their prime motivator
is nature. Nature provides every possible
hue, variation and color combination. It
allows them to see shapes both organic and
symmetrical.

“Nature has been our constant in-
spiration throughout the pandemic and
currently as we meander in and out of flu
season.” said the exhibit organizers from
VHAA. “Our members love to travel not
only to experience the people and cultures
of different places, but also to explore the
ecology and natural phenomena that make
places unique. As we share our experienc-
es, we enrich our lives and those of our
friends.”

The exhibits theme arose from one

such discussion among their large group of

landscape and nature painters and photog-
raphers. As a juried exhibition, prizes will
be awarded by the judging artist. Entries
must have been created within the last
two years and have not been in a previous
VHAA member exhibition.

VHAA is a community of artists of all
skill levels, in which members can develop
and build their own capabilities in a fun
and supportive environment. They do this
through a range of programs that give their
members the opportunity to learn while
forging strong relationships with other
artists. These programs include monthly
demonstrations by well-regarded profes-
sional artists, workshops with member-fa-
vorite artists, several juried exhibitions
per year, art sharing opportunities at our
monthly meetings, and weekend group
paint-out days.

“In Awe of Nature” exhibit runs from
April 3rd to April 27, 2023 at Alhambra
City Hall, 111 S. First St. Alhambra, CA
91801. For more information about Ver-
dugo Hills Arts Association, visit http://
www.verdugoarts.org/.

Support this paper!

Visit our advertisers!

RAMONA. FOR LIFE.

Summer Session

(626) 282-4151 | ramonaconvent.org

"Mother Nature Speaks" is painted in
watercolor by Nikki Thomas.

"I Stand Unknown" is painted by Dilmit
Singh in oils.

1 ; g R
! . o SO ol B
- » =0 ] RS T
\ g ., o i

"Winter Harmony" is painted by Dilmit Singh in oils.

for Boys & Girls Entering Grades 5 - 12

Dance

To Advertise in Around Alhambra

call 626-282-8481

I3 IMAGINE. CREATE. COLLABORATE.

SUMMER SESSION

June 20 - July 14, 2023

ACTIVE LEARNING

throughout our 19-acre campus

* Introduction to Coding * Pre-Algebra

* Computer Science * Algebra Prep

* Archery * Algebra | Honors

* Volleyball * Geometry

* Basketball * Trigonometry

* Softball * Speech

* Culinary Arts * English

* Floral & Landscape Design * Digital Design &

* Visual Arts Summer Yearbook

* Study Skills

Visit ramonaconvent.org/learning
for more information

ALSO ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE
2023-2024 SCHOOL YEAR GRADES S - 12
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Spring Festival

BEA: 38188 (BHE75)

BFfE: T 165-465

#h¥4: 110 W. Woodward Avenue
Alhambra CA 91801

PI%E: $3 (EXIBETE$5)

AERPIZE, R B3R R E @B (justinchang@mbcla.org)
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Date: March 18 (Saturday)

Time: 1-4pm

Location: 110 W. Woodward Avenue
Alhambra CA 91801

Tickets: $3 ($5 at the door)

To purchase tickets please contact

Minister Justin Chang (justinchang@mbcla.org)

MusIc
B

COME VISIT US AT THE PASADENA HOME SHOW!
MARCH 25TH-26TH AT THE PASADENA CONVENTION CENTER!
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WE BRING CUSTOM FLOORS

DIRECTLY

TO OUR CUSTOMERS

GRAND OPENING
DISCOUNT

$350 OFF

*FOR PROJECTS OVER $3,500

PROUDLY SERVING
SAN GABRIEL VALLEY

We bring the samples to you! Book an appointment
online at nelax.floorcoveringsinternational.com
or give us a call!

(626) 387-3337

In Their Own Words with Malcolm Varner &
Kevin Rodriguez of Alhambra Coin Center

We visited Malcolm and Kevin at the
Alhambra Coin Center located at 245
East Main Street, Alhambra, CA 91801.
Malcolm has garnered a national repu-
tation as a rare coin expert, with over a
billion dollars in rare coin sales. Beyond
their prowess in rare coins, Malcolm and
Kevin have expertise with watches, estate
jewelry and antiques. With nearly a
half-century in business, Alhambra Coin
is a landmark in Alhambra. Here’s an ex-
cerpt from our far-ranging conversation:

What it’s like being an institution
in the City of Alhambra?

Kevin: Easily more than 50% of our
clients are repeat customers that we see
on a regular basis, so that’s a nice thing
about the community. We see several
generations of families, since we have
been in business here for decades.

In your experience, who are the
type of people collecting coins?

Malcolm: Well there’s a collecting
mentality. I don't think there is any one
type of person that buys coins, we have
a lot of people who just buy gold and
silver and platinum as a investment as a
hedge against inflation and then we have
people who are very serious who just love
acquiring and building sets of coins, it’s
quite a mixed group of people.

Some people love to acquire things
and collect things. They get interested in
a topic, whatever it’s baseball cards or rare
coins and they pursue it. With rare coins,
its not an inexpensive hobby. Youre
collecting items that cost hundreds and
thousands of dollars, so it’s for people to
maybe start off small. As they raise their
income level, then they get more serious
and get into the higher value coins.

Kevin: They typically also like the
historical aspect of it too, because you're
basically holding a piece of history in
your hands.

Malcolm: We also have ancient coins
that are 5000 years old. You know the
first coin that was issued was in about
500 BC so there’s a lot of history in
everything we do.

What's something about collecting
coins that might surprise most people?

Malcolm: People who arent into
collecting anything, when they first
come into the shop here in Alhambra
and they’re going to buy some silver or
gold as an investment, they don't realize
that the collecting community is billions

of dollars a year into rare coins. It’s a
huge industry. They look at it as if youre
going to a train store or a hobby type of
store and it’s nothing at all like that. It’s
a very large business, very sophisticated
collectors, sophisticated dealers. It’s quite
a large industry.

Kevin: Some of the price points of
the extremely rare coins are comparable
to rare art like a Piscasso or an exotic
vintage car. One coin can be valued in
the millions of dollars.

Malcolm: I sold a silver dollar a few
years ago to one of the biggest collectors
in the country for a million and a half
dollars and it was one of only three that
were made. People who don’t know this
industry are shocked at the monetary
value of these collectibles.

Is it still a thrill to be in business
after all these years?

Malcolm: I think Kevin touched on it
earlier, our industry, the people who like
to collect things, who like to buy quality
things, it’s a passion. I would say whether
it’s the dealer on one side of the counters
or the collectors on the other side of the
counters, we're all passionate about what
we are doing. I'm 74 years old, been
doing this for 55 years and I have just
as much excitement over acquiring a rare
coin as somebody Kevin’s age who's only
been in the industry for about a decade.
I think passion is the most important
thing.

How does a collector get started?

Kevin: Most people don't know about
this industry or investment field so if they
have any questions, we're very friendly
here. If they just want to learn: whether
it's about rare coins, or gold and silver,
or bullion investment type products they
can feel free to talk to us anytime. We're
an open book. You don't need to buy
something to come in.

Malcolm: We have a lot of staff here
that are all experts in various parts of the
industry and one of the things we excel
in is customer service. We like to talk
to people to educate them because an
educated client is going to be your best
client. We invite everyone to come visit
us at Alhambra Coin Center, to come
in and just ask questions. Were really
happy to deal with it. Alhambra Coin
Center located at 245 East Main Street in
Alhambra. Visit alhambracoin.com.

Kevin Rodriguez and Malcolm Varner from the Albambra Coin Center.

If you have a story you would like us to consider for our “In Their Own Words” series,
please submit (with a photo if you like) to aa@alhambrachamber.org. We reserve the
sole right to approve it for publication, as well as edit it and make revisions. Publication

does not reflect endorsement.
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Recognizing our local

emerging artists!

The Academy of Special Dreams
Foundation, in collaboration with the
City of Alhambra, proudly celebrated the
achievements of more than 50 emerging
artists from Alhambra Unified School
District. This event showcased the incred-
ible diversity of backgrounds, abilities, and
perspectives represented in the arts, held at
the stunning Alhambra City Hall.

We extend our heartfelt congratulations
to all the artists, including the internation-

ally recognized talents of Maru
Huerta, Gabriel Miranda, and
Maestro Reyes Gomez, whose art
and mission of inclusion inspire us
all. The academy’s CEO Michael
Dergar said, “This exhibition aims
to celebrate the talents of diverse
artists and educate mainstream so-
ciety on the importance of inclusive
art exhibitions in a post-pandemic
world.”

The academy is immensely
grateful to its sponsors, including
The Alhambra Unified School
District, The California Arts
Council, The City of Alhambra,
Alhambra Chamber of Commerce,

The Alhambra, and all the friends of | i

the Academy, whose generosity and
support made this event possible.
The Academy of Special Dreams
Foundation believes that all per-
sons, regardless of their disabilities,

No cost to low

cost tuition

should have equal opportunities to express
their talents and to be successful in the Arts.
As a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) nonprofit corpo-
ration, the Special Academy's mission is to
increase public awareness, appreciation and
recognition of the creative talents of people
with disabilities by providing opportunities
that encourage, promote and showcase
their artistic expressions.

Please visit us to learn more at www.
specialacademy.org.

Online and
<. inperson

#

Michael Dergar CEO and Founder of The Academy
of Special Dreams Foundation, Emerging Artist from
Lift South, AUSD Abhmad Hamidebh, and Alhambra
Unified  School District  Superintendent Denise
Jaramillo.

visit alhambrachamber.org/event-4913326

150+ certificates
and degrees

For more information,
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Transfer/
graduate

EAST LOS
ANGELES
COLLEGE

classes!

April10 - June 5

& register.elac.edu @elachuskies
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We're Your Neighbor.
How Can We Help?

& MRt

PLUMBING
a neighberly company

CALL USAT
(323)-721-1243

INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED FRANCHISE

HENRY’S

Towing & Recuvery Ine.

"Family Owned and Operated Since 1978"

626-281-3577
www. Henrystow.com
1100 Westminster Ave, Alhambra, CA 91803
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Moors Players of the Game: ]osh Soto, Josh Garcia, and Marc Hernandez.

Local Sports News from

AUSD High Schools

By Mike Koski, President
Alhambra High School Sports
Hall of Fame Committee

2022-23 Varsity Basketball

Four of the AUSD High School Varsity
Basketball teams qualified for the CIF
Southern Section Playoffs after the regular
season ended. The Mark Keppel Varsity
Girls Team swept the Almont League
finishing 10-0, is 24-6 overall, and received
a “Bye” in the first round of Division 2A.
They defeated Calabasas 57-47 in the sec-
ond round to make it to the Quarter Finals
and hope to advance beyond that in their
quest to win a Championship.

The Keppel Varsity Boys and Alhambra
Varsity Boys tied for second place in the Al-
mont League behind Schurr. Keppel won
their first round playoff game by defeating
Bethel Christian 83-39 before losing to
Esperanza 59-52 in the second round and
finished the season with a 20-10 record.
Alhambra lost to Woodbridge 67-51 in
their first round game and finished the
season with an 18-9 record.

The Alhambra Varsity Gitls team
finished the regular season strong to make
the playoffs and won two games before
losing to St. Monica, 71-37, in the second
round. They opened the playoffs as a Wild
Card and defeated Animo Leadership 63-7
to advance to the first round where they
defeated Samueli Academy 49-29.

2022-23 Varsity Soccer

Both the Alhambra Varsity Boys and
Girls Varsity Soccer teams qualified for the
CIF Southern Section playoffs. The Boys
traveled all the way to Arrowhead Christian
and won 3-0, before losing a tight game to

Fairmont Prep, 1-0, at Moor Field. The
Girls traveled to San Bernardino to play
Arroyo Valley in a Play-In game and lost
4-1.

2022-23 Varsity Baseball Begins

The Alhambra Varsity Baseball team
began their season with a 14-1 win over
Cantwell as Josh Soto, Marc Hernandez,
and Nero Navarro each had four hits to
lead the way. Damian Chacon pitched
five scoreless innings on the mound, while
Jaime Macias finished the game pitching
the last two innings. Soto’s double drove in
3 runs in the top of the 7th inning to take
a 6-5 lead against Marshall in the second
game of the season. Mark Hernandez
drove in the other 3 runs with a triple in
5th inning. The game was suspended due
to darkness and will be resumed when the
Moors host Marshall at Moor Field.

San Gabriel opened up their season with
a loss to Bosco Tech while Mark Keppel
lost to Baldwin Park. Both teams are trying
to improve on last season’s records.

2022-23 Varsity Softball Begins

The Alhambra Varsity Softball team
opened up their season with a doubleheader
losing to Garfield, 8-1, and beating Torres
13-0. Keppel opened up against La Salle
while San Gabriel played against Azusa in
their season opener.

2022-23 Varsity Tennis Begins

The Mark Keppel Varsity Girls Tennis
team is off to a good start with a 7-2 re-
cord while Alhambra and San Gabriel are
2-4 and 2-6 respectively. All three teams
are looking to be competitive in Almont
League play just like last season.

Notary services
are available at the

Alhambra Chamber of Commerce
104 S. First St.

Must call for appointment.
626-282-8481
Observe COVID-19 guidelines.
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Caltrans Dump Day

comes to Alhambra

Caltrans District 7 will host a Clean
California Dump Day event for Alhambra
residents on Saturday, March 25, 2023,
from 8 a.m. to noon (or until capacity is
reached). Caltrans welcomes the public
to bring non-hazardous, unwanted items
to Dump Day where staff will be on-site
to accept furniture, mattresses, rolled area
rugs, and bundled palm fronds. Enter the
Alhambra event at 1 South 3rd Street and
follow signs and staff directions. Proof of
Alhambra residency will be required. No
hazardous waste, appliances, electronics,
construction debris or tires will be accepted.
For more information about Dump Day in
Alhambra, visit http://bit.ly/3JwMSzG or
email recycle@cityofalhambra.org.

Remember that you have access to
disposal services year-round for household
trash, bulk items, and electronics. Republic
Services collects household trash accepted
weekly from all residents in Alhambra.
In addition, single-family residents can
schedule free bulk item pickups for up to
four items (furniture, appliances, electron-
ics, etc.) four times per calendar year and
multi-family residents can schedule pickup
for one large item per year. To schedule this
service, email Alhambra@RepublicSer-
vices.com or call 800.299.4898 at least 24
hours before your regular collection day to

Celebrity-Approved!

Morpheus8

Lindsay Lohan: | just started

Morpheus8, which I'm
obsessed with!

Effective Non-invasive
Subdermal Remodeling!
Call to Make an Appointment

Effective

request a bulk item or electronics pickup.

Additional pickups are available year-round e

for a fee. Republic Services also offers
temporary rental dumpsters in various sizes
for larger cleanouts or remodeling jobs. To
learn more about all recycling and waste
services offered locally, visit RepublicSer-
vices.com/municipality/alhambra-ca.

Household hazardous waste is not ac-
cepted at Dump Day with household trash.
However, Los Angeles County offers both
permanent facilities and mobile collections
for proper disposal of these materials. To
learn more, visit CleanLLA.com.

All of these programs are designed to
serve Alhambra residents and businesses
and minimize illegal dumping. Not only
does illegal dumping create an eyesore but
it also endangers the health and wellbeing
of our residents. Illegally dumped material
can become a breeding ground for rodents
and mosquitos, endanger children and
adults, release harmful chemicals and dam-
age the environment, and lower property
values. To report illegal dumping activities
or sites, please call the City of Alhambra
Community Development Department
Complaint Hotline (available 24 hours/
day) at 626.570.3230 or email recycle@
cityofalhambra.org.

! FatRemoval

& Body

Sculpting

$1500

perarea

N (626)448-7587 call

N (626)448-7588
CARSON

2140 E Florence ave #2164
Zip 90255

EL MONTE

276 E Sepulveda Blvd, zip 90745
HUNTINGTON PARK

11008 Main S5t #201, Zip 91731
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Cal-Trans-Dump-Day. Photo Courtesy of Caltrans District 7.

Alhambra

CAR
WASH

ATLANTIC and MAIN

521.99

Expires 04-30-2023

FULL SERVICE '

Alhambra Car Wash

Open 7 days a week
626-282-5666
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Full Service Polish Dept.

%2 OFF |

Expires 04-30-2023

ANY CAR WASH

N PACKAGE

704 W. Main Street, Alhambra, CA 91801
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only $8

per unit

Tattoo
Removal

Picoway
by Candela

XEOMIN®
DYSPORT

$8 perunir

RADIESSE®

RESTLYNE®
KYBELLA
HAND IPL
ULTHERAPY $2,500
COOLscurting  $600
TATTOO removar  S100 s v
SPIDER $200:cue

YEIN REMOVYAL

88 rer 3uNiTS
JUVEDERM® $450 per unir
$450 per syrince
BELOTERO® $380 rer svrince
$420 per syrince
$500 rer viaL
$150 per rrearment
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ELEVATE YOUR VACATION
RENTAL EXPERIENCE

Say goodbye to property management headaches
and hello to an average of 30-80% net income boost!

design and furnishing linen lease & wash

maintenance and repairs
sales report

camera monitoring
premium cleaning

&
24/7 customer service ‘W hospitality supplies

*

|

Serving San Gabriel Valley, LA County, and San Bernardino Areas

Home Medical Equipment
Supplies / Service / Repairs

FROM YOUR TRUSTED
NEIGHBORHOOD SUPPLIER

+ Respiratory care services

% Home Oxygen / portable systems
% Air Travel Oxygen

% CPAP / Bi-PAP for sleep disorders
% Home Ventilators

% Nebulizers

% CPM/Tens Units

e Scooters, .
e Manual Wheel chairs

All Souls’ TK students got an introduction to golf at the school Golf Fair on February 3, 2023.

Photo by Ari G Arambula.

Alumni, parents, and
friends are invited to All

Souls’

“Fore the Kids” Golf

Tournament on March 10

All Souls World Language Catholic
School will host its 3rd annual Golf Tour-
nament on Friday, March 10, 2023. The
tournament, started by the All Souls' Dad’s
Club in 2019 and took a hiatus during
the COVID shutdown, is now back in
full swing. Over 100 golf participants will
play at the exclusive, private golf course:
California Country Club. Proceeds from
the event will help support the school’s
education and sports programming.

“We are excited to raise funds to build
up our athletic teams,” said Mr. Boris
Palomino, Golf Committee Co-Chair
and parent of Kindergarten and 2nd grade
students. “To prepare our students for
the best high schools, it is important our
students are ready academically and with
extracurricular skills, including sports,” he
added.

Eventsponsors include Glenn E Thomas
Dodge, McDonalds, FF Gomez Inc., “We
are grateful for the sponsors, raffle prize

donors and the players who are supporting
this fun fundraising event for our kids,”
said Dr. Patrick Allison, Co-Principal.
“We know our students love sports, and we
are eager to provide a well-rounded athletic
program for them,” he added.

Golf Tournament participants include
parents, alumni and business and civic
leaders in and around Alhambra who
welcome the opportunity to network and
enjoy a round of golf with friends -and all
are invited. Tee time is 12PM, and a 6 PM
banquet dinner-only option is available for
non-golfers. In addition to the tournament
prize, raffle prizes include VIP tickets to
Dodgers, Rams, Chargers, and LAFC
pro games. For sponsorship, raffle, and golf
registration, visit: www.allsoulsgolf.com

All Souls is a two track (English/Man-
darin and English/Spanish) dual language
Catholic School in Alhambra founded more
than 100 years ago. For more information
on the school, visit www.allsoulsla.org.

Paid Advertisement

e Motorized Wheelchairs

o Hospital Beds, /Air Matresses

e Wheelchair Ramps

e LiftChairs, / Walkers

° MassageChalrs

e Incontinent Supplies

e Diabetic Supplies, Shoes

e Wound Care Supplies

e Patient /Ambulatory Aids

o Compression Stockings

e Orthopedic Supplies

o Power Chair & Scooter Repair

e Sigvaris Compression Stockings
e Blood Pressure Monitoring Systems
e Littmann & other Stethoscopes

CALL US FOR DETAIL

. Metro Home Healthcare
Eqm ment & Supply

1430 W.Valley Blvd.,Alhambra,
California 91803

Inc.

(626) 282-2200

(24 HRS/TDAYS A WEEK)
Website:www.metro4mediequip.com

11 Crltlcl Hoelnspectlon
Traps to be Aware of Weeks
Before Listing Your Home for Sale

Alhambra - According to industry experts, there are over 33 physical problems
that will come under scrutiny during a home inspection when your home is for
sale. A new report has been prepared which identifies the eleven most common
of these problems, and what you should know about them before you list your
home for sale.
Whether you own an old home or a brand new one, there are a number of things
that can fall short of requirements during a home inspection. If not identified
and dealt with, any of these 11 items could cost you dearly in terms of repair.
That's why it's critical that you read this report before you list your home. If
you wait until the building inspector flags these issues for you, you will almost
certainly experience costly delays in the close of your home sale or, worse, turn
prospective buyers away altogether. In most cases, you can make a reasonable
pre-inspection yourself if you know what you're looking for, and knowing what
you're looking for can help you prevent little problems from growing into costly
and unmanageable ones.
To help homesellers deal with this issue before their homes are listed, a free
report entitled "11 Things You Need to Know to Pass Your Home Inspection”
has been compiled which explains the issues involved. To order a FREE Special
Report, call toll-free 1-888-300-4632 and enter 1003. You can call any time, 24
hours a day, 7 days a week. Get your free special report NOW to learn how to
ensure a home inspection doesn't cost you the sale of your home.
This report is courtesy of Rudy L. Kusuma Real Estate Broker Lic# 01820322.
Not intended to solicit buyers or sellers currently under contract. Copyright © 2012
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Come and See: Spring

Shadow Days

at Saint

Therese Carmelite School

Students interested in applying to Saint
Therese Carmelite School are invited to
attend one of their Spring Shadow Days
on either Wednesday, March 22, or Thurs-
day, March 23. Shadow Days are open to
students entering TK-8th grade.

During these shadow days, prospective
students will have a chance to experience
classroom life at Saint Therese. Students
will be able to speak to teachers, visit
classrooms, and explore the rich school
curriculum. Prospective parents will also
be able to take a group school tour in the
morning,

Saint Therese Carmelite School was
founded in 1926 and serves students in
TK through eighth grade. The school
educates students through the Catholic
classical model to equip them with the
logic, critical thinking, and language skills
necessary to succeed throughout their lives.
As an alternative to Common Core, this
model is developmentally appropriate and
aims to provide a well-rounded education,

Talbot Insurance Agcy Inc
Regina Talbot, Agent
Insurance Lic#: 0GO5807
Bus: 626-357-3401
regina@reginatalbot.com

1601529

including classic books, math up to Euclid-
ean geometry, science, Catholic catechesis,
Latin, music, art, and PE. Students
standardized test score averages are above
the 75th percentile in Math and above the
65th percentile in Reading, not excluding
any outliers.

According to Saint Therese, their grad-
uates have been admitted to all local high
schools, with many admitted with high
commendations, honors at entrance, and
merit-based scholarships.

The school is fully accredited by the
Western Association of Schools and Col-
leges (WASC) and the Western Catholic
Educational Association (WCEA). Saint
Therese is also a premier member of the
Institute for Catholic Liberal Education
(ICLE). Also, 100% of its staff members
are practicing Catholics.

For more information about and to
schedule a shadow day, please contact Saint
Therese at (626) 289-3364 or admin@

SaintThereseCarmeliteSchool.com.

See why
millions trust

us for Home
& Auto.

I’'m here to help life go right’,
by saving you time and money
when you combine your home
and auto insurance.

CALL ME TODAY.

o StateFarm

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Indemnity Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington, Il

COMMUNITY SPACE RENTAL

Party, Reception, Special Occasions

TABLES, CHAIRS,
KITCHEN FACILITY,
SECURITY, CLEANUP

CALL et
(626) 576-9584
(626) 458-2723
24 N. STONEMAN
AVE. ALHAMBRA

ONEONTA MONTESSORI SCHOOL
Est. 1981

Advanced Montessori Curriculum
Accredited Teachers
Classes offered:

PE, Art, Music, STEAM, Mandarin,
Spanish, Computer, Literacy,
Tennis, Soccer, Dance, Hapkido

Preschool - 6th Grade
-~ Openall year 6:30am - 6:00pm
- Tours everyday 10:00am - 12:00pm

626-284-0840

2221 Poplar Blvd, Alhambra
www.oneontamontessori.com

PACIFIC MEDICAL
Imaging & Oncology Center
Mammography
ARE YOU Screening
DUE FOR A Appointments
are available now at
MAMMOGRAM? PMIOC!
Please don't delay your Mammogram Multilingual Staff speaking:
Early Detection Saves Lives English, Mandarin,
Cantonese and Spanish
OTHER QUALITY

CALL PACIFIC MEDICAL
IMAGING CENTER'S BREAST CENTER
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT!

IMAGING SERVICES:

PET/CT. CT. MRI/MRA,
Ultrasound, XRAY, DEXA,
Nuclear Medicine

ALHAMBRA OFFICE
707 5. Garfield Ave. Ste B-001
Alhambra, CA 91801
(626)227-2727
CITY OF INDUSTRY OFFICE
1661 Hanover Road, Ste 102
City of Industry, CA 91748
(626)965-8118
VISIT US AT WWW .PMIOC.COM
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ALHaMBRA’S 2023 LUNAR New YeaR FeSTIVaL:
A GOMMUuNITY COMING TOGETHER

--'J‘fﬁ“

_—
4 .

On January 29, 2023, the City and Chamber hosted
Alhambra’s 29th annual Lunar New Year Festival
presented by Kia of Alhambra on Main Street, for
the first time ever at this location. The annual cele-
bration was also a special time for the community
to come together after the tragic events of January
21 in Monterey Park. Our local hero Brandon Tsay,
who thwarted an additional attack here in Alhambra,
was recognized with certificates and accolades from
city, county, state, and federal officials, as well as the
appreciation from community members and visitors.
The festival was filled with cultural arts, food, enter-
tainment, and traditions, as thousands came together
in our community to welcome the Year of the Rabbit.

cULINASY W
EMORETRATION °
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Alhambra USD celebrated the Options Inclusion Pre-School at Park School for the district’s
littlest learners at a ribbon-cutting in January. By combining special education and general
education students, the Options Pre-School at Park program offers a bigger learning experience

Jor all children and a new model for pre-schools around the state.

AUSD celebrates Options

Inclusion Pre-School at Park

School, sets a new model

Alhambra USD joined Park School
and Options to officially open their new
inclusion preschool classroom and play-
ground. The litdest students — as young
as three-years-old— added to the joy of the
ribbon-cutting ceremony and celebration
of the long-standing partnership between
AUSD and Options.

AUSD is the birthplace of Options.
To open the very first state preschool in
the area, district personnel created the
nonprofit Options in the early 1980%. It
set the preschool model across Southern

California.

“This model
sets a new blueprint in LA County for
special education and general education
pre-schoolers who can now learn together
and learn from each other,” AUSD Super-
intendent Jaramillo noted at the January
ribbon-cutting.

AUSD is in the process of building an
Early Education Center and will share
more information with the community as
the project progresses.

inclusive  preschool

LUNAR NEW YEAR FESTIVAL From Page 1

see S0 many come out in support despite
the recent tragedy in Monterey Park.”
She continued, “I am incredibly proud
of our scholarship winners and grateful
for the support from dignitaries like
Congresswoman Chu, members of the
Alhambra and Monterey Park councils,
Alhambra Unified School District and
Board members, and local alumni. It
was truly a night to remember and a
celebration of the bright future ahead for
our students.”

The celebration included recorded
performances from the Mandarin Dual
Immersion students, multiple oppor-
tunity drawings, and traditional Lunar
New Year lion dancers. The centerpiece
of the evening was the recognition of
the 2023 Asian American Association's
Scholarship Recipients: Marcus Partida
(Alhambra High School), Emily Mor-
rugares (Independence High School),
Callie Thai (Mark Keppel High School),

and Jasmine Luong (San Gabriel High
School). Due to technical difficulties, the
video of these young scholars explaining
their future plans and goals was unavail-
able. Please view the moving video here:
heeps://youtu.be/ksZAmmY9ncl

With over 400 guests in attendance,
the banquet was the largest crowd ever;
the proceeds of the evening go toward
next year’s scholarships. “We're so thank-
ful to the community for coming out to
support our event and these incredible
students,” said Dr. Huang. “Thank you
to everyone who attended or sponsored
the banquet. We had a magnificent
evening — and in just one event — were
able to raise almost enough to cover all
the scholarships for next year. The com-
munity’s generosity helps us continue
to offer financial support to our 8th
graders and seniors. The evening felt like
a large step on the path to our collective

healing.”

I.L'I”.J.

Donations are
$20 per card or
%35 for 2 cards.

Tickets

$12 presale
$15 at the RM L\?,
'hrﬂn.

door

Mark Keppei High School (501 East Hellman Avenue)

TICKET INFORMATION:
https://www.mkhstheatrecompany.com/buy-tickets

READ ACROSS AMERICA DAY

.....
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Alhambra High welcomed 22 Korean high school students in February as part of a leadership
exchange program that takes AHS students to Korea during spring break.

22 Korean students enchant
AHS community with
their delight + civility

In February, Alhambra High School
welcomed 22 Korean high school exchange
students for a nine-day stay — and the
whole school fell in love with them. On
their first day, straight from LAX, the Ko-
rean students arrived at the AHS campus
with their big rolling suitcases to meet their
host students, tour the campus, and taste
their first tacos. The tacos were a hit.

For a week, they attended classes and
activities with their host students, joined
culinary arts and ceramics classes, played a
rowdy lunchtime game of dodge ball with
the Dream Center VISA Club, participated
in the dance team practice and ASB.

Eleven AHS families hosted the Korean
students. As part of this exchange, the AHS

students travel to Korea during spring
break. AHS host students included Leonar-
do Campos-Yu, Aiden Kniess, Michell La,
Kyra Lau, Van Lee and Angela Lee, Mariah
Mancilla Hernandez, Matthew Phan,
Carys Tam, Aiden Wong, Nathan Yee, and
Raymi De La Rocha.

“This  student leadership exchange
project has been planned by teacher Jayson
Pineda since before the start of pandemic,”
said AHS principal Diana Diaz-Ferguson.
“Everyone was thrilled for the exchange to
finally come together,”

Mr. Pineda said what many were
thinking, “The grace, civility, and sense of
delight of our Korean visitors were a balm
for the sorrow of Monterey Park tragedy.”

Adhamibhras

Pantry Hours:
9 AM -12 PM

APRIL

Please Sign In &
Only Take
What You Need.

Food Pantry

WEDNESDAY:
MARCH 8 & 22

MAY 3, 17, & 31

3030 W. Main St
Alhambra,CA 91501

5 & 19

If you cannot make one of the dates, Please contact
the office to set up an alternate date 626-289-1933

There were many tough and talented competitors at the Los Angeles County Poetry Out Loud
February 4th competition, but the eloquence of Zenina Adao surpassed most of them, earning

her runner-up in this prestigious competition.

MKHS junior shines at
LA County 2023 Poetry

Out Loud competition

Mark Keppel High School junior
Zenina Adao was named runner-up at
the Los Angeles County Poetry Out Loud
competition.  Zenina brillianty recited
two poems to earn the LA County run-
ner-up recognition: “I Am Offering this
Poem”by Jimmy Santiago Baca and “How
to Triumph Like a Girl” by Ada Limon.

Dottie Burkhart, MKHS teacher and
SNAP (Speak Now All Poets) advisor/
coach said, “I am extremely proud of all the
students who worked so hard to prepare
for this competition, thrilled that Zenina

was recognized for her amazing oratory
and interpretation skills, and appreciative
that competitions like Poetry Out Loud
give students the opportunity to have their
voices heard in a public forum.”

Since 2005, the National Endowment
for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation
have worked with thousands of schools and
organizations nationwide to bring students
a unique way to learn and love poetry.
Through Poetry Out Loud, students read,
memorize, and recite classic and contem-
porary poems.

Donate books: Celebrate
reading on March 11 with

Alhambra teachers’ “Read
Across America” family fair

For two hours on Saturday, March 11,
hundreds of families and children will
gather at Alhambra Park between 11 am
and 1 pm for the beloved Alhambra Teach-
ers Association’s annual festival of reading,
Read Across America.

There will be free books, storytelling,
reading stations, theatre, local authors,
music, strolling poets, entertainments,
activity booths, celebrity readers and vol-
unteers from AUSD, the city of Alhambra,
Alhambra Educational Foundation, and
the San Gabriel Valley.

Geared to sparking an early love of read-
ing in children, the festival attracted more
than 500 people last year. An even bigger
crowd is expected on March 11 this year.

The festival highlight is always the
moment kids get to select their own free
book to add to their home library. Offer-
ing more than 500 free books to children
requires the whole community to pitch in,
says Ralph Hernandez, ATA president. In
a district where students speak 17 home
languages, there is a real need for books
for young readers in Spanish, Chinese, and
Vietnamese.

“Ignite a love of books and reading in
children by donating books or funding to

This captivated young reader at the 2022
Read Across America family fair selected a
free book and stopped everything to read the
first book of his very own. He is just one of
many reasons to donate children’s books to
ATAs 2023 March 11 festival. Call 626-
289-1933 to contribute books or funding
to the Alhambra Teachers Association’s Read
Across America reading festival.

the March 11th ATA Read Across America
family fair,” Mr. Henandez urged. “We
know that children who fall in love with
reading succeed at school and in life. Call
the ATA office 626-289-1933 to organize
your contribution to our future leaders of
our community.”
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The ATA Food Pantry beneﬁtm’ tremendously from the 1050 donated cereal boxes used in

T | 1 'Domino Challenge * e
! o =

the Ynez School Cereal Box Domino Challenge, and they in turn help hungry families in the

Albambra Unified School District community.

Ynez school-wide

project enhances

academic skills, builds kindness +
empathy, battles food insecurity

Beginning in November, Ynez School
launched a school-wide campaign to collect
boxes of cereal for a fun and educational
Cereal Box Domino Challenge project.
The goal was to have students use their
math and physics knowledge to build a
domino-type chain of cereal boxes, knock
over the first box to create a reaction that
would then knock down the rest of the
chain.

For the event, students collected a total
0f 1,050 boxes. On January 26th, the entire
school gathered on the playground to set
up the domino chain and then knock down
all the boxes. Afterward, all the cereal was
donated to the Alhambra Teachers Associ-
ation ATA food pantry for twice-monthly
distributions. Dry goods, like cereal, are
extremely popular in food pantries because
they can be eaten any time of the day, with
or without milk. With two truckloads of
donated cereal, the ATA pantry replenished
its shelves and is set to continue supporting
our community's hungry families.

UNIFIED

2022-2023 OPEN HOUSE INFORMATION

Students deployed their physics knowl-
edge to build the cereal box domino chain,
and their math skills to estimate and pre-
dict the quantity of boxes and the length
of boxes (if they were laid out) collected.
Class winners of the Golden Cereal Box
Award for closest quantity prediction
were: Ms. Leticia Diaz, Ms. Kandra Pierce,
Ms. Janai Castillo, Ms. Pier Huynh, Ms.
Terrie Lum, Mrs. Sandra Gonzalez, and
Mrs. Elizabeth Hubert. The Golden Ruler
Award for closest length prediction went
to: Mrs. Sandra Gonzalez and Mrs. Laura
Benavides. Teacher Mrs. Tammy Scorcia
took the lead coordinating this project and
her enthusiasm must have really motivated
her students because they ended up as the
class that collected the most donations
(299 boxes).

Already, plans are under way to make
this an Ynez annual project with the aim of
making the chain longer each year, perhaps
one day beating the world record of 6,877
boxes!

ALHAN[BRA -

SCHOOL DISTRICT

SITE DATE GRADE TIME
Baldwin Wednesday, 3/72/23 TH-8 6:00-7-30 PM
Brightwnod Wednesday, 5/3/23 TH-8 5:30-7-00 PM
Emery Park Thursday, /2323 TES 600730 PM
Fremont Wednesday, 5/10/23 TE-& S00-T00 PM
Goarfield Thursday, 2423 K8 5:30-7-00 PM
Granodo Wednesday, 3/22/23 K-8 5/30-7:00 PM
Marguerita Wednesday, 1/72/23 TE:E 5:30-T-00 PM
L& Mosterey Highlands Thursday, 12373 TE-& £30-7-00 PM
Horthrup Thursday, 5f4/23 TE-2 530-730 PM
Park Wenesday, 4/19/23 THS 530730 PM
. Ramona Wednesday, 5/10/23 TE-& 5:30-7:00 FM
- Repetto Wednesday, 5/3/23 TE-& $:30-7:00 FM
Ynez Wednesday, 3/22/23 K-8 5:30-7:00 PM
Moor Field Thursday, 4/13/23 PreK 5:30-7-00 PM
LIFT North Wednesday, 3/22/23 12+ £:30-7.00 PM
LIFT Sowth Thursday, 32323 12+ 5:30-7.00 PM
AMS Thursday, Y2413 512 £:00-8:00 FM
HS/VLP Thursday, 3/23/23 12 5:30-T30 PM
VLP Thursday, /2373 TE:S 530730 FM
MEHS Thureday, 12323 512 5:30-T-30 PM
SGHS Thursday, Y2473 %12 £00-8:00 FM
- —

Author and AHS alumna, Elizabeth Michele Cantine, in red, returned to her alma mater to
donate 30 copies of her book, Brush with Greatness, to the Dora Padilla school library. On
hand for the donation were AHS librarian Joan Lee; classmate and former Board of Education
member, Jane Anderson; her husband, Richard Cantine; CTE specialist, Dr. Leeann Huang;
and AHS student journalist, Juliana Tapia.

Author + AHS alumna donates

30 copies of her well-reviewed
book to school library

Author and Alhambra High Class of
1962 alumna, Elizabeth Michele Cantine,
returned to her alma mater in February
to donate 30 copies of her well-reviewed
book, Brush of Giftedness. The book is filled
with her original poetry and painted artistic
interpretations of famous art by Heidi
Dong, a gifted artist with autism.

“My motivation to embark on this cur-
rent endeavor with artistic Heidi and the
Quotable Quartet was to show that those
with autism, Down syndrome, and other
challenges do not need to vocalize — the
arts validate their volumes of verses.” Mrs.
Cantine said. “Also, I wanted to share my
poetry as a means of expression and en-
richment. This book has been a career-long
dream! I appreciate the many gifts and ge-
niuses of past and present students, poets,
and artists; [ wish the world to see the Brush

JANUARY 2023

of Giftedness in everyone.”

Mis. Cantine was accompanied by her
classmate, Jane Anderson, former Alham-
bra USD teacher and Board of Education
member, and her husband Richard Cant-
ine. AHS Librarian Joan Lee was thrilled
to accept the books on behalf of the school
to add them to the library's collection. Dr.
Leann Huang represented AUSD's Educa-
tional Services at the donation.

AHS junior Julianna Tapia, who will be
writing about the donation for the school
newspaper, was also on hand.

AHS students can check out a copy of
the book in the Dora Padilla Library. To
find out more about Brush of Giftedness
or to order your own copy, visit: https://
www.amazon.com/Brush-Giftedness.../

dp/1732116318

GAME CHANGERS

DR. JENNIFER HUANG
INSTRUCTIONAL COACH

¥MEZ SCHOOL

ROSARIO PUENTES
CAMPUS SUPERVISOR

MOOR FIELD

ALHAMBRA

UMIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

www.ausdus - @alhambravsd
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Association of California School
Adminstrators (ACSA) Award
PAT M.GHD.N‘E

Alhambra Management Association
(AMA) Chapter Awards
{Nominees for ACSA Region XV Awards)

MICHELE
Alhombra vard

YAMARONE DEBBIE KOTANI

VIVIEN WATTS DEBBIE STOMNE
i L& y 1Ty r

JOHN SCAMNMLAN ANGIE JUAREZ

LINH LY DENISE JARAMILLOD

JOCELYN CASTRO LILY JARVIS

Al foserrees will be celebraded af the ACSA Region NV Spring Awards Bamgeees on April 2151,

Highlands Huskies learn math
is fun at family Math Night

Monterey Highlands School brought back Math Night and it was a rousing success.

Highlands PTA hosted local business Mathnasium on January 18th for a night of
Jfamily centered math games and puzzles. They had pizza, prizes, and a ton of fun —
and can’t wait to continue this tradition in the future. Mark Keppel and Highlands
students took leadership roles alongside the Mathnasium staff members. Mark Keppel
High School California Scholastic Federation, Math Club students, and Highlands
seventh and eighth graders volunteered at the event and staffed the math games for the
younger Husky students.

CALIFORNIA DISTINGUISHED SCHOOLS
¥ RECOGNITION & BANQUET »

February 16, 2023 » "

Two AUSD elementary schools win
2023 CA Distinguished School honor

AUSD was proud to join Monterey Highlands and Repetto Schools at the official
ceremony to honor their 2023 California Distinguished School award designation
from the CA Department of Education presented by California State Superintendent
of Public Instruction Tony Thurmond in February.

On hand were AlhambraUSD Superintendent Dr. Denise Jaramillo and Assistant
Superintendent Janet Lees. Representing Monterey Highlands School were principal
Dr. Rosa Soria, AP Abel Bourbois, Alana Acosta, Khanh Nguyen and Victoria Perez.
Representing Repetto School were Principal Dr. Steve Suttle, AP IsaacAlvarado,
Denise Canseco, Rachel Freng, Denise Perez, MissyVu and Sandy Yip.

&

Pictured are some of the Alhambra USD student winners of the Alhambra Council PTA and
First District PTA 2022-23 Reflections art program. A special shout-out to Monterey Highlands
4th grader Elizabeth Mejia whose film entry is moving to the State-level competition. Alhambra
Council PTA consists of all 14 elementary/middle and high school PTAs within the Alhambra
and Monterey Park area. The PTA’s mission is to make every child’s potential a reality through
engaging and empowering families and communities to advocate for all children.

Alhambra Council PTA
announces 2022-23 Reflections
Art Program winners

At a January 26 in-person ceremony
at Mark Keppel High School, Alhambra
Council PTA announced the winners of
their 2022-23 Reflections Art Program.

Alhambra USD students created art-
work in response to the student-created
theme “Show Your Voice” Christina
Lerma, President of Alhambra Council
PTA said, “Every year I am inspired by the
creativity and artistic talent of our students.
Alhambra Council PTA is proud to be a
part of a national program that helps
students ‘show their voice’ through the
creative process.”

Alhambra Council PTA received 132
student art submissions from five schools
including Brightwood Elementary School,
Martha Baldwin Elementary = School,
Monterey Highlands Elementary School,
Mark Keppel High School and San Gabriel
High School. Students submitted artwork
in six categories (Music Composition,
Literature, Photography, Film Production,
Visual Arts, and Dance Choreography)
and five divisions (Primary - Grades TK-2;
Intermediate - Grades 3-5; Middle School
- Grades 6-8; High School - Grades 9-12
and Special Artist - All Grades).

Here are the award-winning 2022-23
Alhambra Council PTA Reflections Art
Program Artists:

Dance Choreography

Abigail Kusama, Monterey Highlands
Elementary, Primary Award of Excellence

Zara Inada, Monterey Highlands Ele-
mentary, Intermediate Award of Excellence

Ann Lao, Monterey Highlands Elemen-
tary, Middle School Award of Excellence

Faith Doan, Mark Keppel High School,
High School Award of Excellence

Film Production

Elizabeth Mejia, Monterey Highlands
Elementary, Intermediate Award of
Excellence

Andrew Mejia, Monterey Highlands
Elementary, Middle School Award of
Excellence

Camilla Chan, Mark Keppel High
School, High School Award of Excellence

Literature

Clara Lam, Martha Baldwin Flementa-
ry, Intermediate Award of Excellence

Emma Lucero, Monterey Highlands
Elementary, Intermediate Award of Merit

Aditya Kumar, Monterey Highlands
Elementary, Middle School Award of
Excellence

Kristine Sy, Mark Keppel High School,
High School Award of Excellence

Music Composition
Jolie Wong, Brightwood Elementary,
Intermediate Award of Excellence

Eleanor Chatzipantsios, Monterey
Highlands  Elementary,  Intermediate
Award of Merit

Aditya Kumar, Monterey Highlands
Elementary, Middle School Award of
Excellence

Camilla Chan, Mark Keppel High
School, High School Award of Excellence

Photography

Mason Amimoto-Ha, Brightwood Ele-
mentary, Intermediate Award of Excellence

Chloe Suh, Monterey Highlands Ele-
mentary, Intermediate Award of Merit

Drexel Ngo, Brightwood Elementary,
Middle School Award of Excellence

Aditya Kumar, Monterey Highlands
Elementary, Middle School Award of Merit

Faith Doan, Mark Keppel High School,
High School Award of Excellence

Visual Arts

Constance Guo, Martha Baldwin
Elementary, Primary Award of Excellence

Sherihan Khalil, Monterey Highlands
Elementary, Primary Award of Merit

Sarah Hutchins, Brightwood Elemen-
tary, Primary Award of Merit

Kaylee Yoshimoto, Martha Baldwin
Elementary, Intermediate Award of
Excellence

Ariannie Quach, Monterey Highlands
Elementary, Intermediate Award of Merit

Miles Ho, Brightwood Elementary,
Intermediate Award of Merit

Michelle Lee, Monterey Highlands
Elementary, Middle School Award of
Excellence

Aubree Bute, Martha Baldwin Elemen-
tary, Middle School Award of Merit

Hope Tran, San Gabriel High School,
High School Award of Excellence

For over half a century, PTAs Reflec-
tions Art Program has been teaching stu-
dents the value of art and encouraging their
creativity. Each year, more than 300,000
TK-12th grade students nationwide create
artwork through the program. Entries are
judged locally with winning submissions
moving to council level, state level, and
ultimately to the national level. Thirteen
of the Alhambra Council PTA entries
received awards at the First District PTA.
Elizabeth Meija’s film entry won first place
at First District and has been forwarded to
the California PTA competition. National
PTA Reflections Art Program winners are
announced annually in May.



03/2023

ACADEMIC NEWS AROUND ALHAMBRA

Alhambra High senior Sam Luo and 2023 U. S. Presidential Scholar in the Arts nominee in
spoken word performance, performed his original poem at the 2022 Gay Pride Parade.

Alhambra High senior is YoungArts

award recipient, nominee for 2023

U. S. Presidential Scholars Program

Alhambra High School senior Sam Luo
won the YoungArts 2023 award for spoken
word performance poetry and is one of 60
young artists in the country nominated
for the 2023 U .S. Presidential Scholar in
the Arts Program. The award is one of the
nation’s highest honors for high school stu-
dents who exemplify artistic and academic
excellence.

Sam is a first generation immigrant who
arrived at age five with his parents to the
San Gabriel Valley. As young boy and an
English learner, Sam often felt alienated.
He credits the poetry nonprofit Get Lit
Words Ignite with helping himself find
himself through writing and performing
poetry, attending their writing workshops,
and the invitation to join the teenage
troupe of Get Lit Players who perform
around the county.

At the request of teacher Dottie
Burkhart, Sam wrote and performed his
memorable poem “Linguistics of a Gay
Man” at the 2022 Gay Pride Parade. One
line in the poem is “When my poems are
always about the way I'm heard and not the
way I sound...”

Sam also performs in videos for the CA
Department of Education College Plan-
ning website https://www.cde.ca.gov/ls/ec/
collegeplan.asp

“I believe powerful storytelling is a force
that can change the world,” says Sam. “Spo-
ken word performance has a double impact
on listeners, creating an immediate empa-
thy and understanding in the audience.”

Sam’s dream is to attend UCLA where
he hopes to continue using his gift for
storytelling through performing original

poetry.

2023-24 REGISTRATION

IS NOW OPEN

New Students in Grades TK-12

Inter- & Intra-District Permits
Mandarin Dual Language Immersion
Spanish Dual Language Immersion
Returning Student Enrollment

a":t‘;:l 2023 ROTARY

S/ MINI-GCRANT RECIPIENTS

Carmine Ida Mojahedi
Lerena Melina
Lynn Nevin-Greap
Amy Nge
Shaliday Rosales

Stephanie Dunna
Julie Eyra
Wandy Hang
Nicols Hart
Katay Huynh

Alanna Acosta Martin
Sandra Amador-Gonzalez
Rodolfa Netza Brava
Ana Campos
Sarah Casey

Maritza Cha Pair Huynh Bonita Sharma-Ngan
Gennie Cheng Susie Klina Jamie Stewart
Lana Chul Francine Lam Shirley Suen
Anny Cruz Susan Lam Stephennie Teng
Jaanny Cunvas Lily Lam & Amy Ebart Marine Wal
Ana Dacaret Jassicn Lan Lisa Wong

Daborah Lee

u':::::i:hl::- $5,614 Awarded

THANK YOU, ALHAMBRA ROTARY!

Jennifer Daza Stephanie Yoon

Shaila Diaz-Buzman
Nichole Doggett

Alhambra Rotary mini-grants
near quarter-million mark

Congratulations are due to the 40 recipients of the 2023 Rotary Club of Alhambra

mini-grants. This year, Rotary awarded over $5,400 to support special activities
and projects throughout Alhambra Unified School District. In the 31st year of
its mini-grant program, Rotary has distributed over $246,000 to hundreds of
grateful AUSD teachers, counselors, and other staff-

Members of the grant committee include Dr. David Snyder (chairperson), Sister
Kathleen Calloway (Rotary president), Joyce Coffey, Erica Deacon, Maria Gao,

Edgar Garcia Mora, Dr. Denise Jaramillo, Janet Lees, Cynthia Reimers, and
Linda Wong. Additional funding provided by The Alhambra, Maria Gao, Denis
Kerechuk, Dr. Beggxis H. Lieberg, SPARK, and Transtech Engineering.

SATIONS
final sessiuns:

March 9, 2023 (Middle School)
March 23, 2023 (High School)

\nr’m Ly

Ty Gleret.

The Board of Education and the Superintendent hav
enjoyed meeting with community members during *n 114
informal chat sessions. Please join us at a Community
Conversations this year, and share what is on your mind.

Sign up at:
https://tinyurl.com/AUSD-StudentConversations23
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From the Desk of Kimberly Flowers
Memoir Writing Basics:

By Kimberly Flowers, Chief Develop-
ment Olfficer, Atherton
214 South Atlantic Blvd, Alhambra

All of us need seniors to share their
stories. A wealth of wisdom and wit
resides inside the memories of every
senior, and these are not treasures to be
lost. Families need to have stories that
can be remembered to provide a context
for family values and history. Seniors
themselves can assign meaning to the
legacy of their lives by writing from their
own perspective.

So let me ask you: Have you ever felt
the need to reach deep down into your
past, across the chasm of memories,
and retrieve a glimmer of your life? The
memories pour out as you start to write
authentically and vividly either on your
laptop or on paper. For more detailed
information on Memoir Writing, 1
suggest doing some research. I started
with Memoir Writing for Dummies by
Ryan G. Van Cleave PhD. You may also
consider attending a writer’s conference
to connect with people who love to tell
stories.

The important thing is to start. Here
is the best news: You don' have to try
to start at the beginning. Start with a
memory that keeps surfacing or one that
became a turning point in your life. As
you concentrate on telling this story,
your mind will go further and further
into memories of people, places, and
events from before and after that point.
Keep a list of these because you will come
back to them. But first go back to that
pivotal story and make it interesting on

its own. Here are some tips to help:

* Limit what's included. A memoir
focuses on parts or specific elements of a
life, whereas an autobiography includes
everything about a life, from birth to
death.

* Be truthful. There is no need to
embellish or exaggerate.

* Use narrative elements. Tell the sto-
ry with detail and emotion. Think about
all five of your senses, and help the reader
feel like you are talking directly to them.

* Show desire. When the main
character of the story desperately wants
something, the story becomes interest-
ing. Be specific and clear about what
your main character wants, and your
readers will want to continue reading.

* Have conflict or adversity. No one
has a perfect life, or even a perfect day. In
fact, when a character can’t get what they
want or faces some type of hardship that
is when the story gets interesting. Tell
that story for a strong memoir.

Telling your story in human terms
from your real point of view is necessary
to connect with your reader. Do you want
the structure of your story to be chrono-
logical, starting from the beginning and
traveling linearly to the end? Sometimes,
stories that start at the end - or even in
the middle - keep things interesting. Ask
yourself: “what message or lesson do I
want to share with the world?” This will
help you decide the type of structure that
fits your personal style.

Establishing the setting and scene
makes the memory from the past come
to life. Your reader can magically create

Start Today

that moment in their mind. Beyond the
physical area, also include social and cul-
tural forces. Are there background noises
or smells in the air? Are you indoors
or outdoors? Is it hot or cold? These
elements and many more will draw a
picture for the reader.

To make the characters in your story
memorable, think about what you can
convey that will express a good sense of
who they are and what they mean to
you. You might pick from their physical
appearance, personality, IQ and school-
ing, talents, skills and gifts, shortcomings
and flaws, mannerisms and tics, main
goals, secondary goals, fears, secrets, etc.

These elements help your reader develop
the same emotional attachment to the
character that you have.

Dont worry about the words or
sentences at first. Just write what comes.
Then you can go back and smooth out the
rough edges and polish up the grammar.

As you relive your past, moment
by moment, you will see a story take
shape and grow into something that is a
message of love, kindness, compassion,
humility, and humanity. That is a mem-
oir. You don’t have to be a well-educated
person of letters or an expert in grammar.
You just have to start. Perhaps the time
is now.

ALHAMBRA

SAN GABRIFL VA LLEY™S

muunm.w.:mm

UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

Stay Connected for Our Latest News & Updates!

Subscribe on YouTube: @AlhambralsD

HW[IIII'I'E Thank you for voting Alhambra USD

as the San Gabriel Valley's
Favorite School District!

PLAN YOUR FUTURE
WITH PEACE OF MIND

For over 106 years, Atherton has been shaped by the

desires and needs of seniors and has provided the

care which has allowed them to flourish during this

season of their lives.

Our full-service Life Plan Community offers a

variety of options from Independent Living to

Skilled Nursing on a
heart of Alhambra.
During these

committed to

15-acre

campus located in the

unprecedented times, we are

helping our residents continue their

lives of independence at Atherton, with their safety

and wellness as a priority.

f\
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INDEPENDENT LIVING

N

ATHERTON

Christicn |"I|l

| ASSISTED LIVING

SKILLED NURSING | REHABILITATION SERVICES

Call 1.800.340.4178
or visit www. abh org
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Your Health

By Sheila Yonemoto, PT.

I used to make New Year’s resolutions
every year and would review them peri-
odically to see how many I had achieved.
Mostly, they went undone, and then I
added them to the list for the following
year. So, I quit writing them down.
Instead, I try to make each day count
and read inspiring articles and books,
and watch webinars that give practical
information to make life better.

Here are 23 tips to make life a little
happier:

1. Take time to look at nature and
appreciate whatever you see.

2. Find at least one thing you can be
grateful for and smile about it.

3. Think how you can make this a
better world and do something about it.

4. Make time to visit someone who
makes you happy.

5. Clean up your space to make it a
little nicer to look at.

6. Say hello and smile at someone you
see everyday, making them feel like they
matter.

7. Look at yourself in the mirror and
pay that reflection a sincere, positive
compliment.

8. Count your blessings before you
fall asleep.

9. Drink more water to be sure you
are hydrated.

10. Eat more fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles to get enough fiber.

11. Make someone smile or laugh.

12. Watch more sunrises, sunsets and
rainbows.

13. Do deep breathing.

14. Sit up straighter by pushing your
feet into the floor for 5-6 seconds, 5-6
times every hour.

15. Be kinder and nicer to everyone
around you.

16. Say thank you more often.

17. Say you're sorry and make amends
more often.

23 Timely Tips for
Happy Living

Orthopedic
Physical Therapy
Joint pains, back

pain,sports injuries,
post surgical treatment,
headaches, body
deconditioning and
weakness, trauma

Worksteps for
the Employer
Return to work and
pre-employment
physical testing to
prevent work injuries

\

Sheila Yonemoto, P.T.
Yonemoto Physical Therapy
(626) 576-0591

Sheila Yonemoto, P.T., has been a

physical therapist for more than 40 years,
specializing in integrative manual therapy,
utilizing a holistic approach. She can be
reached at Yonemoto Physical Therapy, 55
S. Raymond Ave, Suite 100, Alhambra, CA
91801. Sheila also offers a Qigong

“Chinese Energy” exercise class. Your first
class is FREE. Call (626) 576-0591 for more
information or visit www.yonemoto.com.

18. Hang out with people who make

The Road to 40 Years for
Yonemoto Physical Therapy.

Yonemoto Physical Therapy opens

Urinary Incontinence Treatment

TMJ Treatments
for the Jaw
Jaw pain, limited
opening, headaches,
neck pain

Integrative
Manual Therapy
A gentle hands on
approach to help
with pain, posture,
movement and
function

Qigong classes
Master Sheila Yonemoto

Treating Babies

with Torticollis

To restare neck muscle symmetry,
movement and development

Adjuncts to speed up healing
Essential oils, nutritional guidance
(fostering inflammation reduction,
healthy lifestyle habits),
red light and infrared

N We are still here and still learning and

bringing new things to the patients

‘ ' PHYSICAL THERAPY SERVICES, INC.

Yonemoto Physical Therapy Services

55 5. Raymond Avenue * Suite 100 * Alhambra, California 91801
www.yonemoto.com * (626) 576-01591

you happy.
19. Help others to be the best they

can be.

20. Chew your food 30-70 times per
bite to make digestion easier.

21. Go to bed at a regular time each
day and get 7-8 hours of sleep.

22. Talk less and listen more.

23. Make every moment count. Life
is too short to waste.

This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by Sheila Yonemoto, PT., who
is responsible for the content. Around Al-
hambra does not endorse medical advice or
any remedies recommended by this author
or any other provider.

Alhambradental.com
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These examples show how Dr. John Chao saved a hopelessly
loose tooth in ONE EASY COMFORTABLE VISIT
and at a fraction of the cost of implants!

(Individual Results Vary)

IMPORTANT MEDICARE QUESTION

How well does my current plan
meet my needs?

What are my other Medicare
plan options?
w W
What kind of changes are allowed
during the Open Enroliment Period?

> I speak Mandarin o . HIEZEYE Alhambra Dental
4 What is the difference between Original 100 South First Street

ey and Cantonese Medicare and Medicare Advantage? John Chao, D.D.S.
" : b Research Assoc. Prof., Post-Gired Perodontics Alhambra, CA 91801

K-F Katherine Yu Simms f University at Buffalo, SUNY SEh  B—X#A 9am-5pm

Adpunct Asst. Prof, Behavior Science, USC

HEFUSC
EEIRH AR FARRABIR(SUNY)

' Medicare Insurance Agent
License #0M21975

I, il

Alhambradental.com

Cell 323.854.2868
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Ask Dr. Dara, D.D.S.

Nightguard protects your investments

by Dr. Krasnodara Gashparova, DDS (also known as Dr. Dara)

HEALTH NEWS AROUND ALHAMBRA 03/2023

implants are more susceptible to damage
from grinding and clenching.

When it comes to protecting our teeth guard recreates that natural spacer between
from the damaging pressure of clenching the teeth.
* cushion that absorbs the pressure from

grinding and clenching.

and grinding, nothing is more important

than using a dental nightguard.

Our natural teeth have built in “shock
absorbent” located between the root and the

Dr. Dara, D.D.S.
(626) 289-6131

Dr. Dara Gashparova, D.D.S. is located
at 70 S. Palm Ave., Alhambra 91801 .
Readers with dental questions or
concerns should contact her at

(626) 289-6131, or e-mail
daradds@yahoo.com

A dental nightguard is an oral appli-
ance that is worn while sleeping. It is a
custom-made device that is created by
your dentist to fit snugly over your teeth
and implants. They are typically made of
a slightly flexible material and fit over the
top or bottom teeth. Since they are cus-
tom-made, they are designed to fit your
mouth perfectly and provide maximum
comfort.

Nightguards work on a few simple
principles. They create a

* platform between the upper and
lower teeth to slightly open the bite.
This chewing platform keeps the TMJ/
mandibular hinge in a more comfortable,
resting position. When you are in a rest-
ing position and not talking or eating,
your teeth are slightly apart. The night

* mechanical barrier on top of the teeth,
which helps to reduce the wearing and
tearing of the tooth structure.

Grinding and clenching of the teeth, also
known as bruxism, is a common condition
often caused by stress. It can lead to several
serious issues, including enamel erosion,
tooth sensitivity, fracture, and TMJ (tem-
poromandibular joint) disorder.

Nightguards can also help to reduce
headaches and jaw pain caused by clench-
ing. By providing a cushion and a spacer,
the nightguards can reduce the amount
of tension and strain on the jaw muscles,
that aligns the jaw and relaxes the muscles,
which in turn can help to reduce pain and
discomfort.

Nightguards are especially beneficial for
those who have dental implants. Dental

surrounding bone, made of different fibers.
Its primary function is to keep the tooth
connected to the bone but also has the abil-
ity to squish slightly when excessive force
is applied and lower the teeth. Implants do
not have this type of ligament as they are
artificially placed inside the bone. So, when
excessive force is applied the natural teeth
slightly sink in but not the implants. That
makes the pressure way more damaging
to the implant and the surrounding bone.
Opver time, this can lead to implant failure,
which can require costly repairs or even
replacement.

There are several different types of dental
nightguards available, so it is important to
talk to your dentist about which one is best
for you. Your dentist will consider your in-
dividual needs, your bite, the amount and

pattern of grinding that occurs during
sleep, and will be able to customize it
accordingly.

This column is provided to Around
Albambra by Dr. Krasnodara Gashparova,
DDS, (also known as Dr. Dara), who is
responsible for the content. Around Alham-
bra does not endorse medical advice or any
remedies recommended by this author or
any other provider.

Your Insurance
ADVANCED DENTISTRY
‘U\ of ALHAMBRA ——

Healthy Teeth & Bright Smiles jor
the Whole Family!

» Implants

+ Invisalign & Braces

+ Cosmetic Dentistry

+» Pediatric Dentistry

* Wisdom Teeth Removal
» Dental Emergencies

+ Laser Dentistry

Do you have medicare
questions? I have the answers!

By Katherine Yu Simms

We're in the middle of the MA
OEDP, that's Medicare Advantage Open
Enrollment Period. It's the time of year
when you can switch plans for many
reasons if you're on a Medicare Advan-
tage Plan. No matter what your reason
is, or why it’s important to change your
plan, disenrollment and new enrollment
requests should be submitted at the
same time.

Determining if a change in plans is
the best move, attending to the details,
and following the Medicare rules can be
confusing. That's why I'm here! I grew
up here in the San Gabriel Valley where
I learned to share my time and knowl-
edge with others. I have my license as
a Medicare Agent, serving seniors like
you for about 20 years. You can rely
on me for all sorts of information.
My expertise extends from Medicare,
Medi-cal, to estate planning, taxes,

FREE

CONSULTATION

(626)289-6131

OPEN SATURDAYS

NO INTEREST
PAYMENT PLANS

70 S Palm Ave

Alhambra 91801 Katherine Yu Simms

(323) 854-2868

Katherine Yu Simms has supported
seniors in making difficult and
important decisions for many years.
She can be reached at 323-854-2868,
or e-mail kyusimms@rey-top.com.

www.DaraDDS.com

A NEW SMILE IN ONLY I

Ay
ONE VISIT '\
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downsizing, planning trusts, Veterans
Administration questions, and much
more. Talking things over with me is
always complimentary!

My heritage is Chinese, so if English
is your second language, no worries. I
am fluent in Mandarin and Cantonese.
I am able to understand and converse
with you to help you make the best
choices. I care for all of you, so don't

stress and scratch your head, just pick up
the phone and call me at 323-854-2868.

This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by Katherine Yu Simms, who
is responsible for the content. Around
Alhambra does nor  endorse  financial
advice recommended by this author or any
other provider. For more information and to
contact Katherine, email her at kyusimms@
rey-top.com.
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ALHAMBRA
Restaurant

Enjoy
delicious,
local cuisine!

MARCH 2023

The Alhambra Restaurant of the Week (ROTW) highlights the unique flavors of our
community. Every week, we showcase the diverse culinary offerings that
represent the best of local dining in the City of Alhambra!

Dog Haus creates hand-crafted hormone and
antibiotic-free hot dogs, sausages, burgers,
plant-based proteins, all served on Kings
Hawaiian rolls. Crush one, then wash it down ¥if
with one of their local craft beers, signature
cocktails, or premium shakes. "

March 5

February 27 -

Visit them at 410 E Main St, Alhambra

Michoacana Alhambra is famous for its wide
selection of delicious and authentic Mexican ice  Jmald Bk
cream flavors, including flavors made with —gd"4
fresh fruits and spices. The shop also offers

treats such as paletas, churros, elotes, ¢

raspados, and more!

March 6 - March 12

Visit them at 2130 S Fremont Ave, Alhambra

At Papa's Tacos, you can enjoy a variety of
Mexican classics such as tacos, tortas, and
burritos, in addition to breakfast crowd- P :
pleasers like Huevos con Machaca, Steak & # &
Eggs, and Huevos Rancheros that are &

2 j .'..
2 PA:STACOe

MICHOCANA AL Qe

“@ guaranteed to satisfy your taste buds!

March 13- March 19

Visit them at 2130 S Fremont Ave, Alhambra ,

Pho N Mor serves a variety of authentic m
Vietnamese dishes such as, vermicelli bowls,

rice plates, vegan specialties, and their :
M‘WM generous bowl of Pho. Come by to enjoy a !\ iy

KITCHEN satisfying and flavorful Vietnamese meal!

Visit them at 2320 W Commonwealth Ave,
Alhambra

March 20 - March 26

Follow the Alhambra Chamber of Commerce on Facebook and Instagram

to learn more about these restaurants or visit alhambraeats.com. 5[ hambra
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
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\
SENTS THE 12TH ANNAP

PATTY'S D

T}

PUB CRAWL |

FRIDAY, MARCH 17TH | 5PM

RSVP: DOWNTOWNALHAMBRA.COM

Celebrate St. Patrick’s Day
with the 12th Annual
Downtown Alhambra Pub Crawl

Revelers and residents will celebrate St.
Patrick's Day on Friday, March 17th on
Main Street, thanks to Downtown Alham-
bra Business Association’s 12th Annual St.
Patty's Day Pub Crawl. For over a decade,
hundreds of people travel Main Street
together for the fun, festival annual event.
Donning holiday outfits, matching t-shirts
(while supplies last), and lots of laughing,
this Alhambra tradition is not to be missed.

The St. Patty's Day Pub Crawl is a free
event for those 21 and older. Crawlers will
check-in at Ohana Brewing (7 S. 1st Street)
at 5pm and move from bar to bar through-

out the evening as a group, led by a bagpipe
player. The first 50, 21+ people to RSVP
and show up at Ohana Brewing Company
at 5pm will receive a free commemorative
St. Patty's Day t-shirt. Please visit www.
downtownalhambra.com to RSVP and for
the map and event schedule.

Want to celebrate even more? Visit
businesses on Main Street for St. Patrick's
Day promotions and celebrations! Check
out www.downtownalhambra.com or on
Instagram at @downtownalhambra for
more information and to RSVP for the
Pub Crawl!

Community Classes
at Arte Flamenco!

Dance Fitness
Yoga-Stretch

Flamenco
Castanets and Tap

s All community classes
4 "~ offered on Sundays during
the month of March only.
Must RSVP - $10/class
It’s all happening at

Arte Flamenco!
For more information, call

(626)458-1234

arteflamencodance.org

5 ARTE
-_ FIAMENG

¥ DANCE
216 E. Main St. - Alhambra, CA THMTRE

{between Monterey St. and Chapel Ave.)

y 3
()

Admission Free with RSVP at

alhambra:eventbrite.com
or 520. Donation at the door

Sa-‘rturda}-' April 22, 2023, - 7pm

South Pasadena Transit Authority

Hosted by Sage Granada Park UMC
1850 W-. Hellman Ave., Alhambra CA 91801
(626) 230 5435 Email: bizwind@yahoo.com

NOW OPEN FROM 8AM TO 2AM
1107 W MISSION RD. ALHAMBRA
(626) 537-1120

DEALS YOU_
‘WILL cRAVE\

Iy
R
iy, I I 3 ¥

CHECK OF $20 OR MORE

IU‘HWI
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Real Estate

Alhambra dirt:

more valuable

than you would think

Gary Frueholz, Dilbeck Real Estate

The next time you dust off your shoes
in Alhambra, think twice. You might just
be surprised at the value of Alhambra dirt
- at least, if you own the land it comes
from. As a realtor, I can roughly calculate
the value of land, i.e. dirt, whether it be
for residential, commercial, or vacant
land. When a home sells, the value of the
improvement on the land can also be es-
timated. This value can include the actual
cost of the building, entitlement process,
architects, and more.

When the cost of construction of a
home on the land is subtracted from the
sale price, a rough approximation of the
value of the land is ultimately left. In
other words, this is the value of the dirt.
It is not unusual for nearly half of the cost
of a Southern California home to be for
the lot that the house is on.

HomeAdvisor calculates that the
average cost of construction for a home in
Southern California ranges from roughly
$280 per square foot to $400 per square
foot. The category HomeAdvisor calls
“best standard homes” has a construction
cost of $400 per square foot, while the
category referred to as “good standard
homes” is calculated at $280 per square
foot.

During the past three months, the
median total price was $640 per square
foot for single family detached homes
sold in Alhambra. Alhambra's land is
very valuable due to its location next to
Los Angeles and the character of the city
itself. And the humbling reality for recent
buyers in our city is that they paid a lot
for the dirt.

But what the land represents is what
makes it so valuable. Land in Southern
California and Alhambra represents a
lifestyle: the lifestyle of the Golden State.
This value reflects one of the most pop-
ular locations in our country. Alhambra
is the best place to enjoy mountains,
beaches, professional sports, glitzy enter-
tainment, and diverse restaurants. Our
location also translates into outstanding
proximity to jobs and efficient means to

Gary Frueholz
Dilbeck Real Estate
(626) 318-9436

Gary Frueholz is a realtor with Dilbeck
Real Estate, a past member of the
Alhambra Planning Commission, a
Certified Senior Real Estate Specialist,
Certified International Property
Specialist, and can be reached at
626-318-9436. See his stories at
www.garysstories.com.

It is its own incorporated city. Alhambra
has its own highly rated school system,
police department, fire department,
library system, and even its own water
supply with wells.

Another factor in price is the scarcity
of land in Southern California. Alhambra
too has very littde open land for new
construction. With the population in-
creasing, another force that increases the
cost of land is introduced.

My non-scientific analysis also showed
our Alhambra land is slightly more
valuable than Monterey Park and almost
identical to Temple City and San Gabriel.
Livability.com ranked Alhambra in the
top 25 Best Places to Live in the United
States for mid-sized cities. So, the next
time you are sweeping the sidewalk in
front of your home, ponder the value of
what you just collected and enjoy the fact
that our dirt has value.

This column is provided to Around
Alhambra by Jos Garage, who is responsible

commute to work via freeways and public  for the content. Around Alhambra does not

transportation.

Our city has another appealing quality.

endorse advice recommended by this author
or any other provider.

FREE
MAINTENANCE
INSPECTION

Presaent this coupon (expires 03/31/2023)

We service foreign and domestic gasoline,
hybrid and electric cars and light trucks

(626)872-0705 www.josgarage.com
120 E. Valley Blvd, Alhambra (Kerechuk Building)

10% OFF
ON YOUR NEXT VISIT
*UP TO $50 OFF

-

Hi-Quality Auto Body
Fixed Once- Fixed Right
REPAIRS GUARANTED!

We work with all insurance companies
Lifetime Guarantee
Customer Waiting Area
All Makes and Models Welcome

Main Street
Commaonwealth Ave.
@-l FaeoT
HI-QUALITY
AUTO BODY 3

Mission Rd.

A SRUERY

Valley Bivd.
D

723 8. Fremont Ave. Alhambra, CA 91803

P: 626-457-9114 E 0}
www.hiqualityautobody.com & :
O

FEOPLE

OUR MASTER TECHNICIANS ARE
// _HERE TO RESTORE YOUR AUTO

“TO LIKE PRE-ACCIDENT

CONDITIONS!

328 S MARENGO AVE,
ALHAMBRA, CA 91803,
WWW.WONDRIESCC.COM
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REPUTABLE.

TRUSTWORTHY. E{EFE%

KNOWLEDGEABLE. DRE# 01864766
CONTACT US TO GET YOUR PROPERTY SOLD FOR TOP DOLLAR!

. (62686—3860

03/2023

28 fl Y ®

ManRealty.com HEE IE&

Probate & Trust Sale Specialist

224 E. Fernfield Dr, Monterey Park

1540 S. Sunrise Dr, Monterey Park
3 Bed | 1 Bath | House | 936 ft®

4 Bed | 2 Bath | House | 1 smﬂz “"'uht Ave, Big Bear Lake
ouse

680 Cadiz St, Monterey Park
Vacant Land | Residential | 12,870 ft2Lot

4 Bed | 3 Bath | House | 2,584 ft?

209 Elizabeth Ave, Hnnterey Park

210 N. Monterey St #404, Alhambra
4 Bed | 2 Bath | Duplex | 1,314 fi?

1 Bed | 2 Bath | Senior Condo | 870 ft*

330 N. Hural Dr #205, Monterey Park
2 Bed | 2 Bath | Senior Condo | 838 ft

-

18039 Crenshaw Blvd #304, Torrance
Office Space | Mod. Gross | 300

14038 Rockenbach St, Baldwin Park
3 Bed | 1 Bath | House | 1,174 f®

119 S. Atlantic Blvd, Monterey Park

222 & 232 E. Main 5t, Alhambra
2 Office Suites | NNN | 364-1,600 ft*

101 E. Huntington Dr #105, Arcadia
Retail Spaces | NNN | 2,603-3,263 ft?

Office Space | Mod. Gross | 296 ft*

INTERESTED IN SELLING YOUR PROPERTY? CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE CONSULTATION (626)986-3860

Average Price | Average Price
“ City Property Type JAN '23 JAN '22 YOY%
Single Family House $972,800 $994,000 -2.13%
Monterey Park
Condo/Townhome $546,375 $762,000 -28.30%
Single Family House $927,666 $1,007,945 -7.96%
Alhambra
Condo/Townhome $608,925 $666,828 -8.68%

“lonathan, Philip, and the team at Man Realty help me sell a nightmare property. | represented a
trust that owned a property located in the San Gabriel Valley which needed to be sold quickly at top
dollar. The property had two renters, cracked foundations, a separated sewer line and numerous
other problems. Jonathan and team worked tirelessly in helping to sell this property quickly.
Through the process the renters made it nearly impossible to show the property, but Jonathan and
Phillip assisted in reducing the tension in the situation and convincing the tenants to cooperate with
the sale process. In the end top dollar was secured and everyone walked away happy. | wouldn't

X
choose any other relator to represent my interests in the Los Angeles Area.” —Joshua A. ... yelps®
EIEIE3EIE

Philip
Chang &/

Broker | DRE# 01870805




